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Holy Infant, Sleep 
By Blanton W. Jones 


N THY manger, dear Babe, sleep! 
All too soon Thy rest shall cease. 
Close those eyes that soon must weep, 

Until death does bring release. 
Through Thy hurt must men find peace. 


Hated by both priest and king, 
Thou a King though peasant born, 
Rulers have no gift to bring, 

To one lowly and forlorn— 
Knowing not God's Son, they scorn. 


Holy infant, do not mind, 

If on Thee the mighty frown; 

Some day evil Thou shalt bind— 
Through the cross to find a crown: 
Lifting those by sin weighed down, 


ys 
Are You Sure It's True? 


Is there an increase 
among Christian workers? Many feel 
that there is. Much of it is rash, 
hasty, and freely given out. An ounce 
of truth mixed with a pound of error 
goes a long way, and too often it is the 
error and not the truth that is relished 
and remembered. It is appalling to see 
the careless freedom with which rumors 
are spread, and one cannot escape the 
feeling sometimes that, while they are 
mentioned with an air of aggrieved 
piety, there is beneath it a secret pleas- 
ure in the downfall of a brother or the 
defection of an organization. For in- 


of criticism 


stance, someone in a group says, “Did 
you hear that Mr. Blank has been ac- 
cused of ... ?” or, “Isn’t it too bad that 
the X Y Z is slipping!” It is bad enough 
to spread these reports indiscriminately 
if they are true, but much worse if they 
are not. The hearers are not usually in 
a position to search out and sift the evi- 
dence for or against the accuracy of the 
statements, and often they care little 
about the real facts of the case. Criti- 
cism is a difficult but necessary part of 
Christian work, for without it nothing 
could be brought up to the right stand- 
ards. But it should be handled as care- 
fully as an inflammable cleaning fluid. 
James says, “Behold, how great a matter 
a little fire kindleth! And the tongue 
is a fire, a world of iniquity” (Jas, 3:5, 
6). Paul says, “Let no corrupt communi- 
cation proceed out of your mouth” (Eph, 
4:29), and if a report is untrue, it’s cor- 
rupt. There are a few simple rules that 
would help to stop this epidemic of 
devastating criticism that seems to be 
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spreading among Christians, (1) If you 
hear an evil report, talk to God about 
it before you do anything with it. (2) 
Say nothing and do nothing about it 
unless you feel that you have some real 
responsibility in the matter. (3) If you 
must do something about a report that 
concerns a Christian person or organiza- 
tion, take it up directly with the indi- 
vidual or the leaders, to get the truth, 
before spreading it among others, (4) 
Make sure you are dealing with facts, 
and do not pass on the damaging facts 
to others unless you are convinced that 
it is your duty before God to do so. 
There is nothing in Scripture that says 
we must tell all the truth we happen to 
know about all the people we know to 
all the people we know. Harm is being 
done, hearts are made heavy, and God's 
work is being hindered by the spreading 
of lies and half-truths. Let us be care- 
ful to speak “that which is good to the 
use of edifying, that it may minister 
grace unto the hearers” (Eph, 4:29). 


Forgiveness —Human and Divine 


If any man have a quarrel against any: 
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye 
(Col, 3:13). 


"Treonne is a very intimate and real 
connection between human and 
divine forgiveness. The former is 
a moral necessity arising from the latter. 
Because God for Christ’s sake has so 
freely and fully forgiven us, we must 
be ready to forgive those who do us 
wrong. Our Saviour, in the parable of 
the unmerciful servant, shows how im- 
possible it is for God to forgive those 
whose hearts are hard, malicious, vin- 
dictive. The Lord Jesus said to His 
hearers, “If ye from your hearts forgive 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And they shall be mine, saith 
the Lord of hosts, in that day when 
I make up my jewels; and I will 
spare them, as a man spareth his 
own son that,serveth him” (Mal. 
3:17). 























not every one his brother their tres- 
passes” (Matt, 18:35), then do not expect 
your Heavenly Father to grant you His 
forgiveness. How can we expect Him to 
listen to any plea for forgiveness when 
our own heart is filled with the spirit 
of malice and revenge? “If I regard in- 
iquity in my heart,” said the Psalmist, 
“the Lord will not hear me” (Psa, 66:18). 
What sincere man can really get down 
on his knees to crave divine forgiveness 
with the consciousness that he has re- 
fused to forgive an erring father, :aother, 
sister, brother, fellow church member, 
friend, or neighbor? 

Let it be made clear that God's for- 
giveness is a fact. It was achieved for 
us once for all by Christ’s atoning death, 
In Him “we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, aecord- 
ing to the riches of his grace” (Eph. 1:7), 
There is no truth more precious than this 
that “by one offering he hath perfected 
for ever them that are sanctified” (Heb, 
10:14). But how can we experience the 
joy, the peace, and so many other bless- 
ings resulting from God’s forgiveness, 
if in our hearts we harbor a bitter spirit 
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of vindictiveness toward another? Some 
who showed a malicious spirit toward 
Paul were met with the startling com- 
mand, “Examine yourselves, whether ye 
be in the faith” (2 Cor. 13:5). 

The essence of the atonement lies in 
the fact that God did not wait till man 
repented before He achieved his redemp- 
tion. It was “while we were yet sin- 
ners,” “dead in trespasses and sins,” that 
Christ died for us (Rom, 5:6-8; Eph. 
2:1-5). Those responsible for the mur- 
der of the Son of God knew not that 
He was offering up His own self as an 
atonement for their sin. He came to 
“put away sin by the sacrifice of himself” 
(Heb, 9:26). On the ground of Christ’s 
perfect life and perfect atonement for 
sin, God’s full and free forgiveness has 
been made gloriously possible. Through 
faith in Christ’s atoning blood we are 
justified before God, reconciled, sancti- 
fied. Forgiveness is offered freely; it is 
the gift of God. When the significance 
of Christ’s death comes home to us, and 
we experience the joy, peace, freedom 
which spring from God’s forgiveness, we 
are “lost in wonder, love, and praise,” 
and from the heart we sing: 

Oh, it is wonderful 

That He should care for me, 
Enough to die for me. 

Oh, it is wonderful, 
Wonderful to me! 

The realization of God’s amazing love, 
in Christ, transforms our lives, our atti- 
tude to others. The heart is full of grati- 
tude and praise, and life is ruled by a 
new motive, the motive of love. Since 
God has loved us so generously, we can- 
not but show love to all, even to our 
enemies (Matt, 5:44, 45). 

The love of God in Christ is to be 
the example we are to follow in all our 
human relationships. In all the Epistles 
we notice how, again and again, we are 
bidden to remember Christ’s sufferings 
and death for our sakes, in order to 
inspire us to show His spirit of sacrificial 
love in all our dealings with others. 
Writing to his converts at Ephesus, many 
who practiced all the vices of paganism, 
Paul says, “Be ye kind one to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God for Christ’s sake hath for- 
given you” (Eph. 4:32; see also Col. 
3:13). .We know how frequently John, 
the beloved apostle, exhorted believers 
to love one another; it was a duty they 
owed to each other, seeing they were 
so deeply indebted to God for His love 
to them. “Beloved, if God so loved us, 
we ought also to love one another” (1 
John 4:11), 

God’s way is to love and forgive us 
first, and thus love is begotten in us. 
“We love him, because he first loved 
us” (1 John 4:19). Christ prayed for 
His Father’s forgiveness of His enemies, 
even when they nailed Him to the cross 
and then hurled all manner of insults at 
Him (Luke 23:34). That is the way 
of divine love: it forgives first and thus 
moves sinners to penitence and faith. 
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Coming in the Times 





Vital Necessities 
for Christian Living 


Sunpay ScHoot TIMES readers 
have found the Bible studies on 
the Christian life by Dr. T. Stanley 
Soltau to be very helpful. He pre- 
sents his subjects in a simple, clear, 
and logical style. Dr. Soltau was 
a missionary in Korea for several 
years and is now the pastor of the 
First Evangelical Church, Mem- 
phis, Tenn. 


Early next year the Times will 
publish a series of seven articles 
by Dr. Soltau on the general sub- 
ject of “Vital Necessities for 
Christian Living” under the fol- 
lowing headings: 

. True Righteousness 

. Repentance 

The New Birth 

. Spiritual Nourishment 
. Childlike Faith 

. Death to Living 

. Abiding in Christ 


Nouprhwne 


The Story of “Daily Light” 


Many Sunpay ScHoot. TImMes 
readers have _ received, blessing 
from the collection of Scripture 
readings for morning and evening 
called “Daily Light on the Daily 
Path.” It was compiled during the 
last century by the Bagster family 
in England, and has brought mes- 
sages of comfort and strength to 
English-speaking Christian work- 
ers ‘throughout the whole world. 
The Editors have recently obtained 
the story of “Daily Light” from 
Mr. G. H. Turpin, director of Sam- 
uel Bagster & Sons, Ltd., London, 
and this will be published in THE 
Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs in the first 
quarter of 1953. 





Are there friends and loved ones 
who might be helped by these ex- 
cellent articles? You may share 
them with as many as you wish 
for only $1 each_ subscription 
(Canada, $1.10), through the eight- 
een-week subscription plan. For 
each three eighteen-week subscrip- 
tions in the U.S.A., you may have, 
without money cost, one copy of 
Evan H. Hopkins’ book, “The Law 
of Liberty in the Spiritual Life.” 
Send your subscriptions, with $1 
(Canada, $1.10) for each, to The 
Sunday School Times Company, 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 
5, and ask for the Christian-Liv- 
ing Daily Light series, 
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The love of the Lord Jesus which moved 
Him “to seek and to save that which 
was lost” (Luke 19:10), to become the 
Friend of sinners (Matt, 11:19), caused 
sinners to feel their exceeding sinful- 
ness. In His presence the tears of peni- 
tence streamed down their cheeks and 
then from His gracious lips came the 
comforting words: “Thy sins are for- 
given, ... thy faith hath saved thee; go 
in peace” (Luke 7:48-50). 

If in our pride of heart we say, “I’m 
not going to forgive So-and-so until he 
has confessed his wrong and apologized,” 
we shall only widen the breach that 
exists. Many an erring son or daughter 
might have been won back to God, to 
righteousness, if only parents had shown 
the same spirit of tender mercy that 
God has shown to them. By the power 
of divine love God breaks down our 
self-will, softens our hard hearts, and 
moves us to lay down our arms, and 
surrender ourselves to Him forever. 
God’s way is to be our way. Any other 

(Continued on page 1076) 








Notes on Open Letters 


A Booklet on Evolution 


We have heard the statement often 
made from the platform that topnotch 
scientists of the present time no longer 
consider the theory of evolution ten- 
able, and that it is held only by teach- 
ers who received their training a 
decade or two ago. Is this true? 

If so, could you refer me to a book 
or books written in the last ten years 
by a leading scientific authority who 
plainly states his rejection of the 
theory of evolution? I would like to 
obtain such a book to show to my class 
of seventh graders, as they all have 
the idea that intellectual people have 
given up any faith in creation—A 
California reader. 

The following reply was sent to the 
reader: 

“I am glad to send you herewith a 
booklet entitled ‘Evolution—A Handbook 
for Teachers and Students Prepared for 
the International Christian Crusade,’ by a 
medical scientist. It may be had from 
the Crusade at 366 Bay St., Toronto 1, 
Ont., Can., at 20 cents each, or $2 a 
dozen copies postpaid. This was first 
published some years ago, and we have 
mentioned it in THE Sunpay ScHOooL 
TIMES several times. It has been revised 
and enlarged, 

“As you will soon see, it quotes from 
a great many scientists who were either 
opposed to the evolutionary theory, or 
who had serious doubts about it. It is 
the best thing of its kind that I know of.” 

Here is the California teacher’s opinion 
of the booklet: 


May I hasten to express my appre- 
ciation for your prompt reply to my 
recent letter, and for the booklet on 
evolution. This is the best thing I have 
ever seen on the subject, and it will 
be very valuable to me. 
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|. The Light of Prophecy on Today’s World Crises 


High lights of addresses given in New York City 
by a group of Christian leaders 


HE International Congress on 
Prophecy, which was announced in 
the columns of THE SuNpay SCHOOL 
TIMEs, convened in New York City, No- 
vember 9-16. It proved to be a great 
congress in every sense of the word, as 
gathered from many 
parts of the world. During the eight 
crowded days, thirty-one’ different 
speakers, many of them specialists in 
their fields, addressed fifty-two sessions 
of the Congress 
Seldom has the writer witnessed more 
reverent, expectant audiences than those 
which thronged the auditorium of Cal- 
vary Baptist Church during the day ses- 
sions, and overflowed in the evenings. 
The open Bible was the mark of the 
Congress; the audience could be ob- 
served constantly consulting its pages 
as the speakers appealed to its inspired 


representatives 


prophetic utterances. 

Dr. John W. Bradbury, editor of the 
Watchman-Examiner and chairman of 
the Congress, taking cognizance of the 
ominous clouds of world crisis under 
which the Congress convened, painted 
the background of the Congress. Ear- 
nest Christians believe that the answer 
to the present crisis is to be found 
nowhere else but in the Word of God— 
that the virtue of a Christian lies in his 
being able to think God’s thoughts after 
Him, and that it is still true that God 
“revealeth the deep and Secret things: 
he knoweth what is in the darkness, and 
the light dwelleth with him” (Dan. 2:22), 
The sponsors of the Congress felt that 
God will reveal His purpose in the pres- 
ent hour if His people will wait upon 
Him in an earnest study of His holy 
Word. There is abroad not only in 
Christendom but throughout the world 
a conviction that world conditions augur 
tremendous events. 


A Growing Expectation of World Crises 

The Church at large is beginning to 
recognize the fact. It is noteworthy 
that at Toronto in 1950 the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, which is dominated by 
Modernists, decided that the theme of 
the next general assembly to be held 
at Evanston, Ill., in 1954 should be: 
“Jesus Christ our Lord, the only hope 
of both the church and the world.” Later, 
the Committee of twenty-three theo- 
logians which was commissioned to study 
this theme, reported at Rolle, Switzer- 
land, August 4-11, 1951: “It is essential 
that we recover a sense of the great 
hope which is involved in the simple 
statement of the Apostles’ Creed: ‘He 
shall come again.’” In amplification of 
this it further stated: “As the Lord of 
the future, who will come again as Judge 


The assembly described in this article 
was called by the American Asso- 
ciation for Jewish Evungelism, which 
has its headquarters at Winona Lake, 
Ind. Dr. Hyman J. Appelman is 
president of the Association, and Dr. 
William Culbertson is chairman of 
the Advisory Council. This is the 
first of two articles on the Congress 
by Dr. Fant, secretary of the New 
York Bible Society. 








and Saviour, He gives us the assurance 
that our work is not in vain, and at the 
same time lays upon us the necessity 
to work while it is day. Having this 
hope we are to be as men who watch 
for their Lord, with loins girt and lamps 
lit, active in the Master's service and 
constant in prayer, knowing that our 
labor is not in vain in the Lord. : 
There is no hope except in the crucified, 
risen, and coming Lord.” 

The significant position taken by these 
theologians has brought a strong reaction 
on the part of the liberal churchmen in 
this country who refer to it as a “doc- 
trine of despair.” The reason is that 
religious liberalism has _ piloted the 
church into the stormy sea of world af- 
fairs with the apparent idea that evolu- 
tionary social-progressivism is still in 
process, being blinded to the fact that 
the professing church is in danger of 
being submerged under the waves of the 
approaching storm. These liberals re- 
gard emphasis upon the return of our 
Lord as “waves of poison gas.” 

This attitude on the part of so many 
leaders of the Christian church in the 
past has brought 
upon the world, with resultant religious 
confusion God’s great redemption is 
not being clearly declared. The trumpet 
of warning has an uncertain sound. It 
is because of this state of the world and 
confusion in the church that this Con- 
gress was assembled, for it is necessary 
that devout minds, accepting the suprem- 
acy of the Word of God, should apply 
themselves to the work of witnessing 
to “the faith which was once for all 
delivered unto the saints” in all its full- 
ness. This involves direct, divine inter- 
vention and the consummation of all 
things. 


tragic consequences 


We are duty-bound to declare the 
whole counsel of God which includes, 
in addition to the great Gospel of re- 
demption through our Lord Jesus Christ 
in its fundamental sense, the revelation 
of God concerning His purposes regard- 
ing the Church, Israel, and the Gentile 
nations. If, as the Scriptures declare, 


By DAVID J. FANT, Litt.D. 


“whatsoever things were written afore- 
time were written for our learning, that 
we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope” (Rom. 15:4) 
then we are obligated to obtain and im- 
part that “learning.” It is plain that 
leaders of the. church are under the bur- 
den to encourage God’s people with 
“hope” through the “patience and com- 
fort of the scriptures.” 

Not all writers by any means, either 
secular or religious, had joined in the 
prediction of an ever-increasing better- 
ment of world conditions which would 
evolve in the establishment of the King- 
dom of God on earth. In fact, during 
the past hundred years great numbers 
of books have been written which have 
predicted in general outlines the kind 
of crisis in which the world now finds 
itself. It is because of the fact that a 
segment of the church has so correctly 
diagnosed the condition and prescribed 
the remedy in the past that the Congress 
finds hope and direction in the present 
hour, 

A Comprehensive View of Prophecy 

The days of the Congress were un- 
usually full, opening with a prayer ses- 
sion of the Congress speakers at 9, fol- 
lowed by public morning services at 10 
and 11. Afternoon sessions were held 
at 2, 3, and 4 o’clock. At 6.15 mission- 
ary pictures were shown 
evening sessions at 7.30 and _ 8.30 
Speakers included Dr. Louis T, Talbot 
chencellor of the Bible Institute of L« 
Angeles; Dr, William Culbertson. presi- 
dent of Moody Bible Institute: Dr. V 
Raymond Edman, president of Wheaton 
College; Dr. Robert G. Lee, past presi- 
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention 
Dr. Thomas Moseley, Dr. David J. Lauri 
of Scotland, and a great many others 

A wide range of prophetic studies had 
been assigned to the speakers, so as to 
present a comprehensive view of the 


followed by 


prophetic Word. In the opening session 
such subjects were discussed as: “Th¢ 
Attitude of the Believer Toward Ou 
Lord’s Return,” by Dr. John S. Wim- 
bish, pastor of the Calvary Baptist 
Church; “Prophecy as the Proof of In- 
spiration,” by Dr. John F. Walvoord 
president of Dallas Theological Semi- 
nary; “World Movements Which Indicate 
the Imminent Return of Christ,” by Di 
Howard W, Ferrin, president of Provi- 
dence Bible Institute; “Modern Heresies 
Which Pervert the Advent Hope,” by 
Dr. J. Palmer Muntz, director of Winona 
Lake Bible Conference: “Jesus the Chief 
of All the Prophets,” by the Rev. T. M 
Bamber of London, England; “God's Use 
(Continued on page 1075) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from 


all the world 





the world, then cometh the end. It 

has been preached in many places 
and then has died out, as in North 
Africa, where a flourishing Christian 
church has been supplanted by Moham- 
medanism. Nestorian Christianity had 
an astonishing extension in all Asia and 
then declined and shriveled up, so that 
now nothing remains of its missions. 

Mr. Vebeak, the head of the National 
Museum of Copenhagen, has directed an 
archaeological expedition to Southwest 
Greenland, which has brought remark- 
able surprises. He has laid bare a farm- 
ing settlement of Northmen in the Mid- 
dle Ages called Unartoq, lying on lake 
shores, with pastures and planted wil- 
lows. The farmhouses were of stone, 
the walls of which even today remain 
to a height of four or five feet, with 
folds for sheep, milk quarters, bath- 
rooms. All is built on Scandinavian 
models of the eleventh century. The 
remains of farm buildings indicate that 
these Northmen had horses and heavy 
cattle and goats. They worked in iron 
and soapstone and walrus tusk. 

The earliest date assigned to the set- 
tlement is A.D, 1000. The viking col- 
onists were Christians, as is shown by 
the existence of two churches and by 
the finding of crucifixes carved out of 
soapstone. Most remarkable of all was 
the finding of a Benedictine convent 
dating somewhere between the year 1000 
and the time of Columbus. The foun- 
dations have been uncovered. The facade 
was built of great blocks of stone. One 
curious thing discovered was seven large 
tubs of wood, side by side, half buried 
in the ground, evidently the remains of 
a great dairy. This indicated a large 
scale cattle industry carried on by the 
Sisters. 

What a tribute to the intrepidity of 
these Christian women! Long before the 
days of Columbus they braved for weeks 
the Atlantic in its fiercest phases, and 
arctic ice, in little open boats, without 
compass, missionaries of the cross who 
evidently never expected to return to 
the at least semicivilization of the viking 
North. Greenland was certainly wit- 
nessed to with the Gospel. Yet this 
medieval witness eventually disappeared, 
When Hans Egede in 1721 went to Green- 
land with his little family on the same 
missionary errand, not a trace could be 
found of the Christian life which had 
existed there for five hundred years. 


Te Gospel is to be preached in all 


Things of Belgium.—Last summer in 
Bruges, Belgium, a great pageant, after 
the fashion of Passion plays, was cele- 
brated in memory of the return of 
Thierry, Count of Flanders, from a Cru- 
sade in 1150, bringing a phial with a 


few drops of blood (alleged) of the 
dying Christ. The various parts were 
played by 2,500 citizens, and there was 
a great orchestra, cannon salutes, fire- 
works, and whatnot. The part of the 
Crusader was, characteristically enough, 
played by a Bruges brewer. The blood 
was on exhibition in a glass cylinder. 

On Needle Street, near the famous 
Bruges belfry, is a church of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, and its pastor takes his 
stand, Saturday mornings, at the Mar- 
ket, selling New Testaments and preach- 
ing salvation through the blood of Christ. 
It has work in 57 centers, and circulates 
Scripture by hundreds of thousands. 

Recently a gift of $2,000 was made by 
a Belgian for the purchase of an organ 
for the Brussels church and of an ele- 
vator for headquarters. The inscription 
was: “To help by means of the new 
organ to elevate souls Godward (Psa. 
150) and the bodies of our dear friends 
at headquarters to upper floors. Joyous 
obedience to the two greatest command- 
mands of the Law (Matt, 22:37-39). 

It is refreshing to read the report of 
present conditions in the Belgian Convo, 
There are now 1.732 hospitals with 46,000 
beds. A new one at Leopoldville, with 
a thousand beds, is under construction, 
and one with eight hundred beds at 
Elizabethville. Last year three million 
were treated, in addition to six million 
examined by traveling services. 

Fifty per cent of Congo children now 
go to school, nearly a million in 28,000 
schools. There are also a growing num- 
ber of social centers conducted by cer- 
tificated women social workers and 250 
native women social monitors (moni- 
trices). These are extremely efficient 
and very popular. Native peasant set- 
tlements are being organized. A Ten 
Year Plan provides for the creation of 
385,000 small holdings. Annuities are 
arranged for those suffering from em- 
ployment accidents and industrial dis- 
eases, 


More Murder in Mexico.—Mr. Dale 
of the Mexican Indian Mission writes: 
“Our mission is mourning today. Three 
nights ago in the little town of Coyocala, 
Ricardo Garcia, one of our two outstand- 
ing evangelists, was holding a service. 
Two other evangelists were with him.” 

In the middle of the service, thirty 
soldiers and fanatics entered and said 
they had orders to take these men to 
the woods and kill them. On the way 
to the woods, one was released, but 
Roberto Martinez was stabbed twice, 
beaten, and fell over a bank. The third, 
Mr. Garcia, was kicked along the road, 
his faith and his Bible ridiculed, and 
he was offered of the whiskey they were 
drinking, which of course he refused. 


By ERNEST GORDON 


He was then shot and his body left in 
the woods. This was recovered and 
buried by Christians. “We are taking 
this matter up with the Mexico City 
authorities, but it is the fourth time 
we have sent in complaints from this 
place, and nothing has been done, 

“Ricardo Garcia was, all in all, our 
very best man, and had been with us 
almost twenty years. The Lord had 
saved him from a life of sin, and his 
body, soul, and spirit were given to 
Christ. He was traveling all over our 
field organizing tithers’ leagues with 
great success. It is a great loss.” 

The Tammany politician, who is Min- 
ister to Mexico from the U. S. A., was 
trained for the priesthood in Spain. He’ll 
do nothing about it. Nor will the use- 
less National Council of Churches nor 
the equally useless United Nations. 


“The Corruption of the Best Is the 
Worst.”—So runs the old Roman adage. 
It is exemplified in the life of a well- 
known journalist, son of a devoted mis- 
sionery, and trustee of Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary who, in Time of January 
18 last, touched a new low in cynical 
and inaccurate reporting. 

The licensed houses of ill-fame in 
France were closed in 1946. Propaganda 
is on foot to reopen them. Time has 
lent to it its “moral support” by declar- 
ing the law a failure, repudiated by 
those who first supported it, and giving 
proof of its failure by an immense in- 
crease in venereal disease. 

At the time of its writing, official sta- 
tistics had shown the incorrectness of 
Mr. Luce’s statements. Lately a deci- 
sive victory for decency and humanity 
has been registered. The Committee on 
Family Health of the National Assem- 
bly of France (the French Parliament) 
has refused to report out a bill to re- 
open the legalized houses abolished in 
1946 throughout France. 

The vote was thirty in favor, two not 
voting. 

Comment of the leader in the move- 
ment for abolition of legalized prostitu- 
tion, M. Daniel Parker: s 

“Strange thing! Although the metro- 
politan press has given considerable pub- 
licity to the attempted Repeal, this same 
press has preserved almost complete 
silence regarding the rejection of Repeal 
and concerning the irrefutable argu- 
ments assembled in the report of M. le 
Docteur Frugier.” 

The Luce press has been equally silent. 
Why? Presumably because of the close 
relations between prostitution and alco- 
hol, mightiest of advertisers. 

The report of Dr. Frugier of the French 
Parliament is summarized as follows: 

“The application of the Law of April 
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13, 1946. has coincided with a diminu- 
tion of venereal maladies. For syphilis, 
the rate of 44 per 100.000 in 1946, has 
fallen to 2.5 per 100,000 in 1950. For 
gonorrhea, the number of new infections 
has dropped from 37,787 cases in 1945 to 
7,655 in the first six months of 1951. This 
is the more striking since the number 
of all sick at dispensaries has increased 
greatly—from 165,288 in 1948 to 276,425 
in 1950, in corresponding half years. 

“It is completely false to say that the 
number of rapes and other violations of 
the law against decency have grown. 
On the contrary! Since the closing of 
the houses of tolerance, the proportion 
of sexual crimes in relation to total 
criminal cases in the courts has dimin- 
ished in the proportion of six to one, 

“It is wholly false to affirm that the 
reopening of the houses would tend to 
diminish clandestine prostitution. It 
would only aggravate the situation, 

“The publication of the Law of 13 
April, 1946, is a victory of the highest 
moral importance,” continues Dr. Fru- 
gier. “Inspired by the elevated 
conceptions of social justice, this law has 
put an end to the monstrous slavery 
to which thousands of unfortunates were 
condemned by a regime unworthy of 
modern society.” 

There is much to do to complete and 
effectuate the law, but for the present 
the Repealers have been decisively 
beaten. That is why we of American 
Repeal days are not allowed to hear 
about it. The analogy is too close to 
our Prohibition experience. So did they 
lie about the suppression of the saloon 
in order to bring about its return, 


most 


Bamdah Hospital, two hundred miles 
northwest of Calcutta, among the Santal 
people, is in charge of Dr. Ronald Mac- 
Phail who succeeds an illustrious father 
in medical-evangelism. A correspondent 
of Life and Work, Dr. Menzies, watched 


him remove twenty six cataracts In an 
hour’s time! In a single year as many 
as 6.000 operations may be performed 


and of these up to 4,000 may be eye op- 
erations with a record of failures of less 
than two per cent. It is not unusual 
for eye specialists from America to put 
in a month’s practice here to perfect 
their craft. 

‘The day we arrived, Dr. Baeseman, a 
leading eve specialist in New York, had 
just left, having spent two months there 
working without fee and paying all his 
own expenses. The hospital flings wide 
its doors to everyone in need, exacting 
no fees, taking such money gifts as pa- 
tients can afford, but for the most part 


giving their great healing services for 
nothing, 
Dr, MacPhail is a physician in holy 


orders, and his enthusiasm for the Gos- 
pel is as pronounced as his skill in heal- 
ing. Every morning he holds a service 
in the compound with at least four hun- 
dred present—Sikhs, Gurkhas, Hindus, 
Moslems, of all ages and social condition, 
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a motley crowd. Some are pilgrims en 
route to the holy places of Bengal. “As 
Dr. MacPhail read the Gospel story and 
expounded it, he received a tense and 
strained attention such as I have seldom 
seen on the faces of a Scottish audience. 
At the close, New Testaments were pur- 
chased for a rupee and separate Gospels 
for an anna, and many were sold. Never 
before have I seen the ministry of 
preaching and teaching, healing and wit- 
ness, so strikingly combined, so per- 
suasively enforced.” 


Dr. C. C. Chesterman is an English 
Baptist medical missionary on the Congo, 
who has written a “Dispensary Hand- 
book.” This has been translated into 
Portuguese for use in Portuguese col- 
onies, and a thousand copies have been 
ordered by Protestant missions in An- 
This clear the extent of 
such medical missions here. Rural 
health extension services are notable, 
and the training of African nurses gives 
great promise. 


gola. makes 


Fides Agency, Vatican organ for the 
Propagation of the Faith, publishes an 


article of Pere Rétif on UNESCO and 
the World Health Organization The 
charters of both organizations give a 
legal basis for demanding a spirit of 
neutrality, but the director general of 


World Health Organization “personally 
professes atheism, and is largely influ- 


enced by the atheistic, materialistic 
spirit of the Anglo-Saxon countries” 
(that is, America and England). “The 


communistic sympathies of many offi- 
cials, experts, and delegates should not 
be forgotten,” one might add, the 
proalcohol] sympathies of its “Alcohol 
Consultant,” Dr. Jellinek, erstwhile of 
the Yale School of Alcohol! Studies, New 
York Times, June 22.) 


nor, 


In the Congo Mission News is an ac- 
count of the fisher folk of Lake Kisale, 
near the confluence of the Lualaba and 
Lufira rivers. They are a proud, inde- 
pendent folk, these Kisale, who produce 
thousands of tons of fresh. smoked, and 
salted fish every year to keep the big 
mining and commercial companies going, 
About 4,500 of these amphibious natives 
are happy Christians proudly carrying 
membership cards of the Church of 
Christ in Congoland. This is about one 
in seven of their number—‘“a hundred 
per cent cut away from every heathen 
practice, fearless preachers of the Gos- 
pel. and boldly exemplary in their living 
of it.” Every village has its own church. 
This is the result of twenty-five years 
of Christian pioneering. 

Dr. Lamson, missionary secretary of the 
Free Methodists, reports that in Formosa 
throngs crowded wherever he preached. 
The defeated, homesick Chinese, many of 
them once prominent in the educational, 
political. and business life of China, gave 
him open ear. And as to Japan, such is 
the open door to hearts that, as he in- 
sists, “Christianity should employ its 
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maximum force there during the next 
quarter century.” 


Mission Notes.—Latin-xua, the adapta- 
tion of our letters to Chinese, appears 
to be making considerable headway in 
China, Hundreds of groups are studying 
it and teaching it to illiterates. The 
number of magazines abandoning Chi- 
nese characters continues to grow. A 
rough draft of Mark’s Gospel in Latin- 
xua has already been prepared. 

Norman Lewis, writing of his minis- 
try in Argentina, says, “The other day, 
as we drove past a cemetery, a young 
man with me, who had confessed Christ 
openly in one of our meetings, said, ‘At 
last I can pass a cemetery without fear 

The Red invasion of Tibet has had the 
effect of swelling the Tibetan popula- 
tion centers to the south of the Hima- 
layas fourfold, thus bringing within 
range of evangelization a very consid- 
erable number of these remote people. 

The Gospel is ever penetrating new 
tribes. In Kenya Colony, plans are be- 
ing considered for evangelizing the 
Waduruma people, a hundred thousand 
or so. At Kilgoris some 40,000 Masai, 
most of whom have been moved by the 
Government from the Mt, Elgon coun- 
try, are being approached, together with 
Kipsigis, Kisli, Watendi, who come to 
border markets. “Out of every tribe 
and tongue.” 

In Uganda, natives wrap their Gospels 
in coats of skins of small animals to keep 
them safe. In hundreds of homes the 
Word of Life is read by the light of a 
homemade wick set in a tiny tin. They 
read, and talk over what they read 

Dr. Gurney of Panglong, Burma, writes 
of “the unthankful heathen.” He gives 
medical help to a Buddhist priest, who 
says we ought to thank him for the op- 


portunity he gives us to make merit 
“You must be collecting for yourself 


much merit to help you in the next ex- 
istence.” 

Work Among Catholics.—The 
verted Catholic (Christ's Mission, 160 
Fifth Ave., New York) announces that 
it has in its files appeals from priests 
who have written to it from many parts 
of the United States and Canada. from 
Mexico, Puerto Rico, Central and South 
America, Portugal, France, Italy, Eng- 
land, Switzerland, and Iraq. “Thousands 
of priests in this and many other coun- 
tries would step out of their robes to- 
morrow if they were assured of asylum 
This work is limited only by its income.” 

In this connection we may note that 
the five hundredth anniversary of the 
birth of Savonarola was lately observed 
in Florence with public amends by. the 
mayor of the city for Savonarola’s mar- 
tyrdom in 1498. 

Mr. Lanctin of the French mission in 
Moncton, New Brunswick, announces the 
opening of his fifth radio station. He 
is reaching a great French population in 
Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
and Maine. He wrote recently: 


Con- 
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“A few days ago, two gentlemen and 
a young boy came into the office. One 
of them told us he was the first to have 
a radio in the little coast village. For 
a long time all the neighborhood gath- 
ered every Sunday afternoon to hear the 
Gospel message in French. Then the 
priest stepped in. They were to burn 
their Testaments and desist from listen- 
ing. But two still listen in and read the 
New Testament.” 

Another: “Today I opened my radio 
on the Moncton station and heard a good 
preacher. I liked the sermon. From 
now on I will try to get it every Sunday, 
Often I am on the sea and cannot hear 
Mass. Please send me a French Testa- 
ment.” 


The Arab-American Oil Company 
(Aramco) has an extensive educational 
work in connection with its oil business 
in Arabia, and this was described by 
Dorothy Thompson (June 27, 1952). In 
order not to ruffle the religious suscep- 
tibilities of the Moslem Arabs, the re- 
ligious rest day observed in this Ameri- 
can colony is Friday instead of Saturday. 
Liquor is sold in the cafeterias and can- 
teens, but Saudi Arab waiters are not 
required to serve it since, being Moham- 
medans, that would compromise their 
antialcohol convictions. So Hindus are 
substituted. 

But are not Hindus also opposed to 
alcoholic drink? Yes, but these bar- 
tenders are not Hindu Hindus but Chris- 
tian Hindus—brand of “Christian” not 
specified. 

What church (or churches) has iden- 
tified Christianity with whisky and soda 
over all Southern Asia, from Yokohama 
to Cairo, for the last hundred and fifty 
years? 


Shelton College, New York City, is a 
development of the National Bible In- 
stitute. The Commission on Higher 
Education of the Middle States Associa- 
tion of Colleges has adopted a report 
on it which apparently constitutes a 
direct attack on American religious lib- 
erty. It says: 

“The College . . . will tolerate inter- 
nally only a degree of academic freedom 
which it deems compatible with its doc- 
trinal basis.” In other words, Christian 
limitations on teaching are to go out of 
the window. They doubt whether such 
limitations “justify the accrediting of the 
College among the goodly company of 
educational institutions.” 

This is believed to be the first adverse 
action of an accrediting agency against 
the maintaining of doctrinal standards. 
“Of course we shall appeal.” 

Another disconcerting judgment is an 
unanimous decision of the Michigan 
Supreme Court, which denied to the 
First United Presbyterian Church of De- 
troit the right to erect a church build- 
ing on a site in northeast Detroit. It 
affirmed that the residents of a com- 
munity were entitled to protection from 
the “encroachments” of a church, as if 
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a church were a nuisance as a saloon, 
Certainly this should be appealed. 

On the other hand, the Governor of 
Mississippi has signed a measure which 
invests the titles to church real estate 
in local congregations. This was spon- 
sored by Representative White of Lex- 
ington to insure the property rights of 
local congregations opposed to the pro- 
jected merger of Presbyterian churches, 
Such legislation has long been overdue. 


Prof. R. Bultmann, the protagonist of 
so-called “form criticism” of the New 
Testament, is scheduled to speak at Yale 
Divinity School. This “criticism” is an 
impossible attempt to discover the units 
of oral tradition in circulation before 
the Gospels were written. He arrives 
at the result that “for no single word 
of Jesus is it possible to produce positive 
evidence of its authenticity.” The Gos- 
pel of John is “but a type of faith re- 
flected back into the life of Jesus.” 

But archaeologist Albright, speaking 
in the Los Angeles Baptist Seminary, 
calls attention to the concepts and ex- 
pressions found in Essene literature be- 
longing to the first century A.D., which 
was a part of the recent Dead Sea manu- 
script find. They show that the phrase- 
ology in John reflected that of the same 
early date. And of course Clement of 
Alexandria attested the first century 
date of John’s Gospel. So what, Herr 
Bultmann? 

Dr. Milton Fish calls attention to the 
fact that Jewish documents were not 
floating, incoherent traditions, but pre- 
served with the greatest litera] exact- 
ness, even to the counting of letters. 
“Ye shall not add unto the word which 
I command you, neither shall ye diminish 
ought from it,” said Moses (Deuteron- 
omy). “The scripture cannot be broken,” 
was Christ’s similar word (John 10:35). 

The representative of this type of criti- 
cism is Prof. F. C. Grant of Union Semi- 
nary, New York, who is also on the 
Versions Committee of the American 
Bible Society together with Prof, C. T. 
Craig, who denies the pre-existent life 
of Jesus Christ, 


Temperance Notes.—In view of ex- 
hausting work in the German Parliament 
and its committees and because of many 
breakdowns among the deputies, these 
latter are now more and more interested 
in health measures. The bartender at 
the Parliament Milk Bar reports even 
more male than women deputies patron- 
izing yoghurt, buttermilk, and cocoa 
products. Sales in these drinks are in 
inverse proportion to the fall in sales 
in alcoholic drinks. One even sees Ba- 
varian deputies drinking milk! For the 
marathon sessions they follow the ex- 
ample of Chancellor Adenauer, who car- 
ries chocolate tablets in his pocket to 
help out in these trying sessions. (Ham- 
burger Echo, March 27, 1952.) 

At the United Nations, on the other 
hand, there is scandal arising from the 
purchase of liquor by U.N. diplomats 
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under tax free provisions. The British 
delegation, for example, bought 6,360 
bottles of whisky, gin, rum, and other 
alcoholica in eight months. Did they 
drink it or sell it at a profit? In any 
case, it is a disreputable episode. World 
government by alkoholophags! 

The Munich October Fest is a great 
beer spree, and one reads of 2,500 cases 
of drunken accident, the Red Cross 
called in to bind up beer wounds, and 
some 20,000 beer mugs stolen! This year 
appeared on the grounds the Munich 
Milchhof, or Milk Bar, a great tent selling 
milk and milk products of all sorts. 
Posters showed the superiority of milk 
to beer as a cheap food. It was explained 
to the corpulent ladies, and ebese men 
for that matter, that milk, as against 
beer, macht schlenk (makes lean or 
slender). 

In Switzerland drunken drivers are 
called Automobilistes avinés, or wine- 
drunk drivers. 

When the fig tree begins to put forth 
leaves, ye know of yourselves that sum- 
mer is now at hand. One does not have 
to be told; it is obvious! So of Luke 21: 
24, “Jerusalem shall be trodden down 
of the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled.” 

Israel is moving its capital to Jeru- 
salem—parliament, government offices, 
foreign embassies. Obviously the times 
of the Gentiles are running out. We can 
see this of ourselves and lift up our 
heads because of the coming redemption. 


“What things are done in the church!” 
writes the editor of Licht und Leben. 
He recalls the words of Jeremiah 51:9: 
“We would have healed Babylon, but 
she is nct healed.” “They seek to Chris- 
tianize the world. Our American breth- 
ren have sought to do this again and 
again, ‘but she is not healed.’ 

“The church places itself on the plane 
of the world in order to win the con- 
fidence of those without. The result is 
that neither the world nor God takes us 
seriously. The way shown us is to go 
into the hedges and highways with the 
Gospel. This way has all the promises 
of God.” 


For the protection of the Eskimos of 
Greenland the Danish Government for- 
bade the sale of alcoholic drinks to them. 
But Greenland has come under the in- 
fluence of the United States and the 
American Army, and the political in- 
fluence of brewer and distiller is strong 
in our army as in our other institutions. 
Hence, there has been extensive ship- 
ment of drink to Greenland, and the 
Danish Government, apparently not de- 
siring to come into conflict with the Amer- 
ican, has done away with this restriction, 
Poor Eskimos to be sacrificed to the 
American alcohol Moloch! 


we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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International Uniform Lesson 


LESSON 13. DECEMBER 28. WISE MEN SEEK JESUS 


Matthew 2; printed text, verses 1-12 
Golden Text.—Ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.—Jer. 29:13 





THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 2:1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judza in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came 
wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 
2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for 


8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search 
diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, 
bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. 

9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, 
the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till 





we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship it came and stood over where the young child was. 
him. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding ( 
3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was great joy. ; 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 11 And when they were come into the house, they saw , 
4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and . 
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where worshipped him: and when they had opened their treas- 
Christ should be born, ures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, 1 
5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judza: for and myrrh. 
thus it is written by the prophet, 12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should C 
6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the not return to Herod, they departed into their own country Pp 
least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come another way. p 
a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. ; Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- fi 
7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 1s 
enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. International Council of Religious Education. T 
T 
% % % 4 h 
mM 
Th L Wh | With fragrance, as with lavish love she of their King? They were already pre- J 
e Lesson as a ole - ce ‘ ses etnies: paring to cry, “Away with him!” pe 
er sweet oDiation on is temples falr. 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. a a “ . Verse 4—‘“He demanded of them _ 
ey rought their off'ring: thorns to : ” a 
Approach to the Lesson wreathe His brow, rcp a, ee nap oe tae, th 
Nails for His hands and feet, a spear to Ste g > ssag . 
HIS last lesson of the yout finds pierce Herod was not a Jew, so turned to those th 
us with thoughts of Christmas still His heart with sorrow torn, as loud and who knew the Scriptures for his infor- fa 
in our minds—tender memories of fierce mation of 
friends seldom seen except at that time, They raised their cry, ‘This man we dis- — i. sa 
happy recollections of many kindnesses, avow.” Verse 5.—“In Bethlehem of Judaea. sa 
but, above all, thoughts of a Saviour who They bring their tribute in the courts Apparently they answered right off. anal 
stooped to our flesh in order to give above, They knew their Scriptures well enough 
Himself to the death of the cross for Ascribing to the Lamb who once was’ to answer without looking up a Bible pr 
5]. ; H ore > a “as _ io. 
our salvation. Perhaps we have begun Poa a dictionary or concordance. The desig th 
to use some of the gifts we received : , , ; ’ nation is clear, to distinguish this Beth- a 
f none ifts has a Wide as the reaches of His boundless love. Jehem from its namesake in Zebulun, sas 
but every one 0 g ot I bring my gift today: a heart subdued only seven miles from Nazareth as 
minded us of the greater Gift, and we By love divine; a life laid at His feet y s —™ " of 
have exclaimed, “Thanks be unto God In consecration joyous and complete; Verse 6.—“Out of, thee shall come a the 
for his unspeakable gift”! A soul redeemed by blood, by grace Governor, that shall rule my people Is- sta 
Our lesson today reminds us that there renewed. rael.” The quotation is from Micah 5:2. the 
is another direction for the bestowal of Verse by Verse But turn to the prophecy and see what | Go 
gifts. Christ is God’s gift to us, and we Matt. 2:1.—“There came wise men from 3S declared of this Governor. He is the the 
give gifts to each other in celebration the east to Jerusalem.” The Wise Men, =Verlasting One! wo 
of that, but surely we have something to or Magi, were probably priests of the Verse 7—“Then Hered , inquired fol 
lay at the feet of the Lord. The fact iS, monotheistic faith of Zoroaster. True . what time the star appeared.” He sur 
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It gave them assurance that they were 
“in the way,” and that they had not 
traversed the weary miles in vain. 

Verse 11.—“Into the house . . . wor- 
shipped .. . gold, and frankincense, and 
nyrrh.” Notice, it was not the stable. 
That only served till better quarters 
could be fcund. Even so, the scene must 
have been a humble one, but that did 
not deter the Eastern sages from _ be- 
stowing royal and divine honors on the 
child. 

Verse 12..—“And being warned of God 
in a dream ._ they departed ... an- 
other way.” These men were open to 
God’s leading, and God, who had gra- 
ciously led them to the Light, would not 
permit them to be the unconscious in- 
struments of Satan. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

When Peter saw God’s dealings with 
Cernelius, he exclaimed, “Of a truth I 
perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons: but in every nation he that 
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, 
is accepted with him” (Acts 10:34, 35). 
The Magi are just such another case. 
They were obedient to the light they 
had, and searched for more light. They 
might be likened to Melchizedek and 
Job, men who were not of the Chosen 
people, but whose hearts God had stir- 
red to seek after Him. But, just as in 
the case of Cornelius, God did not leave 
the seeker groping in half-light, so with 
the Magi. God saw the reaching-out 
faith of Ccrnelius and brought the word 
of Christ upon which to rest it. So God 
saw the seeking faith of the Eastern 
sages, and turned it into a resting faith 
—resting on the person of the Lord Jesus. 

Many believe that Balaam’s ancient 
prophecy (Num. 24:17) was the basis of 
the expectaticn of these men. God did 
not fail their expectation, but threw 
a star into the sky to herald the coming 
of the one so long foretold. Perhaps 
they made a mistake—a very under- 
standable one—in coming to inquire at 
the rcyal palace in Jerusalem, but 
God overruled their mistake, and gave 
them further guidance from the sure 
word of prophecy (Mic. 5:2). As they 
followed that new light, the star re- 
sumed its ministry to guide them to the 
very house where Jesus was. So God's 
leading gces from general to particular 
down to the last detail, as we “trust 
and obey.” A God-guided search never 
ends in failure, but always in worship. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Wise Men obey the call (Matt. 2:1, 2) 

2. Wise Men receive instruction (vs, 3-8) 

3. Wise Men worship the Saviour (vs. 
9-11) 

4. Wise Men take warning (v, 12) 


Topics for Development 

The Star of Bethlehem. We read in 
Genesis 1:14 that the heavenly bodies 
were to be “for signs, and fcr seasons, 
and for days, and years.” Notice that 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


21.—Emmanuel — God 
Matthew 1 


12. December 
With Us 
Next Week’s Lesson 


1. (14) January 4.—Tracing Character 
to Its Source Matthew 15 








phrase “for signs.” Jesus has told us 
that there would be “signs in the 
heavens” in the last days (Luke 21:25). 
It is, therefore, not amazing that our 
Lord’s birth was heralded by the “sign” 
of a star. It is not at all unlikely that 
the Magi, scholars and priests as they 
were, had scme part of the ancient Jew- 
ish Scriptures, and such a prophecy as 
that of Balaam in Numbers 24:17 would 
be of great interest to them: “There 
shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a 
Sceptre shall rise out of Israel.” The 
Hope of Israel] was also the Hope of the 
ends of the earth, and God-fearing men 
shared the expectation of a Saviour. 
That the Magi were learned in the 
astronomy of the day, we do not doubt; 
but that they arrived at their conclusion 
regarding this particular star by the 
vagaries of astrology is not a worthy ex- 
planation. “His star” was a new phe- 
nomenon in the heavens, answering to 
the ancient prophecy, and perhaps to 
some dream-revelation from Gcd such 
as they later received to hinder their re- 
turning to Herod from Bethlehem. 
Apparently the star did not guide them 
all the way. It appeared to them in the 
east, but not again till they left Jeru- 
salem for Bethlehem. It was a natural 
presumption that led them to Jerusalem, 
but the overruling cf God brought them 
to a knowledge of the prophecy of Micah, 
so confirming their hope. Then the star 
again appeared for a final and very ac- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HO were the “wise men” of Mat- 
thew 2? 
2. What prophecy probably was back 
of the expectation of the Wise Men? 

3. Why did the Wise Men go to Jeru- 
salem? 

4. Why was Herod troubled at the 
news of the Wise Men? 

5. How many Old Testament proph- 
ecies are referred to in Matthew 2? 

6. What mistake did the scribes make 
in quoting Micah 5:2? 

7. What significant information did 
Herod search out concerning the birth of 
Christ? 

8. Where did (1) the shepherds, (2) 
the Wise Men, find the child Jesus? 

9. What two functions did the star 
fulfill for the Wise Men? 

10. What three methods of leading did 
the Wise Men experience? 


(Answers on page 1075) 
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curate bit of work—to lead the Magi to 
the very house where Jesus lay. How 
could it do this? An ancient tradition 
says that they saw the star reflected in 
a deep well, where they came to draw 
water in Bethlehem, showing that it was 
directly overhead, and that they were 
therefore at their destination. This is 
a possible explanation. 

The House, The shepherds found Jesus 
in the stable (Luke 2:16), but the Magi 
found Him in “the house.” Betweeh the 
time of the two visits the holy family 
had moved from the stable into more 
permanent quarters. How long they 
lived there we do not know, except that 
it was less than two years (Matt, 2:7, 
16). It looks as if they would have con- 
tinued living in Bethlehem had Joseph 
not been warned to flee to Egypt, for 
on their return from Egypt, it was be- 
cause of their fear of Archelaus and the 
dream from God that they did not settle 
again in Bethlehem, but went to Nazareth 
(Matt. 2:22, 23). Luke omits the resi- 
dence in Bethlehem and the flight to 
Egypt. 

Personal Applications 

Ged does not mock the seeking soul 
whom He has stirred up to seek. “Seek, 
and ye shall find.” 

If your heart is right toward the Lord, 
His presence will not trouble you, but 
rejoice you. 

See that your Bible study has a worthy 
motive—not, like Hered, to resist God's 
purposes, but to embrace them. 

Most heresies are based on Scripture 
misquoted or partially quoted. Learn 
to keep Scripture whole, and you will 
be led aright. 

Walk in the light, and you will not 
take false steps. 


Golden Text 

Jer, 29:13.—“And ye shall seek me, and 
find me, when ye shall search for me 
with all your heart.” God is not found 
by the careless, half-hearted seeker, but 
by the one whose heart is set on finding. 
God allows Himself to be found by such 
a one. This verse is really a prophecy 
that one day Israel will so seek, and 
will so find, but the principle stands true 
for all 

ELMHUwuRST, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“Angels, From the Realms of Glory” 
“Wise Men Seeking Jesus” 
“As With Gladness Men of Old” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose loving care has brought 
us through the varied experiences of an- 
other year, we thank Thee for all Thy 
gracious goodness, all Thy kind provi- 
sion, all Thy patience, all Thy pardoning 
mercies. Forgive and cleanse us afresh, 
we pray. Help us through the days yet 








1070 (10) * 


allotted to our earthly life, and when 
we have served Thy purpose here, grant 
us a place with Thy redeemed people 
and Thy faithful servants in Heaven. 
Bless our study here today. Make Thy 
Word clear to us and powerful for good 
in our lives. Bless our loved ones, each 
after his need. Show Thy compassionate 
mercies to the afflicted in every place. 
Draw to Thyself all who are astray from 
Thee. May the leaders of men yield 
themselves to be led by Thee. Revive 





TRUE WISDOM 
OLLOWS TAR AND 
Finps THE SAVIOUR 


Thy Church, quicken souls everywhere 
into new life in Christ, and may Thy 
Son be acknowledged and served in all 
the earth, for His own name’s sake. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—The star that guided 
the Wise Men led them to the Saviour. 
What stars have we to lead us to Him? 
There is the Book-star, the Bible. 
Heathen people often call it the Jesus 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Book, and rightly so, for He is its theme. 
The purpose of the Bible is to lead us 
to Christ. But besides the Book-star 
there are life-stars to guide us to the 
Lord Jesus. Any Christian who makes 
you feel you would like to be a Chris- 
tian is a star to lead you to Him. Any 
storybook about some choice Christian 
that makes you long to be that sort of 
person and live that kind of life is a sky 
in which a Christian life-star shines to 
guide you to Christ. So we have the 
Book-star and we have life-stars to 
direct our way to Him. 

The journey the Wise Men took was 
long, difficult, and dangerous. Friends 
and relatives probably tried to dissuade 
them from it. Perhaps some thought 
them queer; but they started, kept going 
on, and came at last to the Saviour. 
Someone has said life is a journey with 
Jesus at the end; but, of course, if we 
are to meet Him in Heaven at last, we 
must meet Him in our hearts on the way. 
Have you met Him on your life’s way 
yet? Have you come to that happy day 
when Jesus washed your sins away? 
With God’s Book to read and the ex- 


THE STAR APPEARS BRIGHTER AND BRIGHTER! 


AND MORNINGSTAR” 
F 
CHRIST'S 


SECOND 
COMING 
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amples of shining Christians to follow, 
you have better stars than the Wise Men 
had to guide you to the Saviour. Be 
wise with their wisdom. Let nothing 
and no one keep you from seeking Him 
until you find Him. 


CALGARY, ALTA., CAN. 


VS 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“We have seen his star in the east 
(Matt. 2:2).—The Wise Men were also 
devout men, students of ancient lore, 
and quite possibly acquainted with the 
Scriptures, for the Old Testament had 
been translated into Greek about 250 
B.C. It is quite generally believed that 
they were acquainted with the proph- 
ecies of Balaam and of Daniel. And 
there were scattered Jews throughout 
the East, as well as in other parts of 
the world with whom they could have 
had contact. 

They were also students of astronomy, 
On this subject it is interesting to re- 
call what Joseph Seiss says in his inter- 
esting volume, “The Gospel in the Stars.” 
He writes: “It is not a little striking 
that the very first sign which comes 
before us as we enter the grand gallery 
of the ancient constellations is the form 
and figure of a virgin. The initiative 
sign of the Zodiac is called Virgo, The 
Virgin. All the traditions, names, and 
mythologies connected with it recognize 
and emphasize the virginity of this 
woman, ,... Nor is there any authority 
in the world for regarding her as any- 
thing but a virgin. 

“But the greater wonder is, that 
motherhood attends this virginity, in the 
sign the same as in the text, and in the 
whole teaching of the Scriptures respect- 
ing the maternity [mother] of our Sav- 
iour. A hundred years before Christ was 
born, an altar was found in Gaul with this 
inscription: ‘To the virgin who is to 
bring forth. And this maiden in the 
sign is the holder and bringer of an illus- 
trious Seed. In her hand is the spica, 
the ear of wheat, the best of seed, and 
that spica indicated by the brightest 
star in the whole constellation. He who 
was to bruise the Serpent’s head was to 
be peculiarly ‘the Seed of the woman,’ 
involving virgin-motherhcod, and hence 
one born of miracle, one begotten of 
divine power, the Son of God.” 

Personally, I am satisfied that the star 
which the Wise Men saw was super- 
natural—‘‘a beautiful witness of the God 
of nature to the men of nature.” 

“He demanded of them where Christ 
should be born” (Matt. 2:4).—Herod, one 
of the most wicked kings that ever lived, 
was troubled when he asked of the Wise 
Men, “Where is he that is born King of 
the Jews?” He evidently concluded that 
his throne was in jeopardy. He must 
discover at once where this King was, 
and destroy Him. Herod should have 
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known before this where that King had 
been born, for the angel of the Lord, 
accompanied by a multitude of the 
heavenly host had announced His birth 
to the shepherds. And He had been 
brought to Jerusalem, the very city 
where Herod was, to be presented to the 
Lord ‘(Luke 2:22). And Anna, the 
prophetess, had spoken of Him to many 
in Jerusalem (Luke 2:38). Evidently, 
none of these things moved him. Now, 
hurriedly, he gathers all the chief priests 
and scribes together and demands of 
them where Christ should be born, 

Wicked as he was, he felt the Scrip- 
tures would contain the information he 
wanted, hence he calls the men who 
should know the Scriptures. The very 
fact that wicked men know the Bible 
can give them the information they need 
concerning the Saviour will be a witness 
against them in the day of judgment, 
if they do not put that knowledge to 
proper use, 

“They are in a sad state,” says Spur- 
geon, “to whom the Saviour is a trouble, 
Some, like Herod, are troubled because 
they fear that they shall lose position 
and honor if true religion makes prog- 
ress, and many have an undefined dread 
that the presence of Jesus will deprive 
them of pleasure, or call them to make 
unwilling sacrifices.” Then, adding his 
own testimony, exclaims, “O Thou who 
art the King of Heaven, Thou dost not 
trouble me: Thou art my joy.” 


“And they said unto him, In Bethlehem 
of Judea” (Matt. 2:5).—The priests and 
scribes had no difficulty giving Herod 
chapter and verse, as we say, for what 
he wanted to know. But the pity of 
it is that although they knew the proph- 
ecies anent His birth, they manifested 
no joy or rejoicing, 

Herod had asked them where Christ, 
the Anointed, their Messiah, should be 
born. They knew and they told him— 
without their hearts being stirred! One 
shudders at the thought that possibly 
some of the younger of these men actu- 
ally took part in persecuting the Lord 
Jesus—for the priests and scribes were 
the persecutors of their Messiah, 

There are many today who are well 
acquainted with the Gospel story and 
can give it in the actual words of Scrip- 
ture, yet it apparently means nothing to 
them. What an agonizing experience it 
will be to have such passages as Mat- 
thew 11:28; John 1:12; 3:16; 5:24; 10:9, 
and 14:6 resounding in one’s-‘memory in 
a lost eternity! Praise God it is not too 
late yet to act upon the message of those 
verses. “Behold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion.” 

“They saw the young child , ,. , and 
worshipped him” (Matt, 2:11).—Notice 
it is not “inn,” or “stable,” but “house” 
now. It is not “infant,” but “young 
child”—for it was some time after His 
birth that they saw Him. They did not 
worship Mary, although they saw her. 
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Mary is never presented as an object of 
worship in the Word of God. They 
didn’t even give gifts to her. The gold 
might well speak of Christ’s glory, the 
frankincense of the fragrance of His 
sinless life, and the myrrh anticipate 
His death and burial. 

While visiting in the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, I was sur- 
prised to see so much treasure—gold, 
Silver, precious stones—placed on the 
image of Mary, from tourists all over the 
world. What a violation of the First 
Commandment! 


Wawona, CALIF, 
ve 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it may be interesting to 

discuss the Magi as to personnel, 
How many Wise Men composed the 
group who followed the star, saying, 
“Where is he that is born King of the 
Jews? for we have seen his star in the 
east, and are come to worship him”? 
The Bible record does not tell us how 
many, but the general impression is that 
there were three Wise Men. The Christ- 
mas cards and all the pictures you see 
concerning this dramatic incident show 
the number as three. In the past thirty- 
four years with THe Sunpay ScHOOoL 
TIMEs I have “jetted” this Bible narra- 
tive no less than a dozen times, in each 
case, as also in today’s lesson, presenting 
the three Wise Men on camels. Once I 
was challenged. A Trmes_ subscriber 
wrote: “I see you have three camels and 
three Wise Men in your Little Jetts 
column. By what authority ‘three’?” 
That threw me back on my heels, but 
I rallied sufficientiy to say: My first 
general reply is: By no authority, but 
with a reason—several reasons. 

First reason: Presenting the Wise Men 
(for the Magi) three in number, without 
any compromise of principle or truth, 
makes my own path easier. If I had 
presented them as two Wise Men, or 
four Wise Men, I would have had scores 
of inquiries like yours, challenging, “By 
what authority?” As it is, I receive only 
one—yours; and that affords me the real 
pleasure of writing you a letter. 

Really, I have no authority even to put 
the Wise Men on camels. I have just 
been looking at an illustration of this 
scene in one of the most noted works, 
entitled, “The Life of Christ,” and there 
are several imposing looking potentates 
on camels, surrounded and followed by 
a large retinue of men on foot and on 
horseback, some leading asses laden 
with treasure boxes and camp equip- 
ment, men armed with bows and arrows 
and spears—quite an army: and the big 
men on the camels are pointing across 
the wilderness to a brilliant star in the 
sky. If I had imitated that picture, I am 
sure I would have gotten a great num- 
ber of “By what authority’s?” 
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Another reason: The most commonly 
and universally accepted thought of the 
Magi-Christ-child seekers is in three 
persons of high degree (as philosophers, 
astrologers, or kings) coming upon 
camels. On camels because the camel 
was the long-distance carrier of that 
country and most likely to be used. 
Well accepted iradition, you know, 
names these “three” as Melchoir, Caspar, 
and Balthasar—three kings; the first, an 
old man with white hair and long beard; 
the second, a ruddy and beardless youth; 
the third, swarthy and in the prime of 
life; thus being representative of three 
periods of life. Moreover, that Melchior 
was a descendant of Shem, Caspar of 
Ham, and Balthasar of Japheth—three 
racial divisions. It is even claimed that 
the skulls of these three were gathered 
up by a Bishop Reinald in the twelfth 
century and are now exhibited among 
the relics in the cathedral of Cologne. 
You are also aware of how this visual- 
ization of the Magi has influenced the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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artists of all ages, as witness the mas- 
terpieces of Paolo Veronese, Giovanni 
Bellini, et al. In this connection also 
it is regarded by some as significant 
that the gifts brought by the Wise Men 
were three in number: gold, frankin- 
cense, and myrrh. 

In other words, it is the generally ac- 
cepted conception that there were three 
Magi who came westward following the 
star. These traditions (not referring to 
the three gifts, which are in the Record), 
not being sufficiently ‘authenticated, have 
little real value, of course. But since 
the Bible is silent on this feature, and 
since the presentation does no violence 
to the great central truth in the account, 
rather giving it fitting and appropriate 
ornamentation, arousing a profitable in- 
terest, it seems good to portray it in the 
manner named. 

But, fellows, that which is of the great- 
est importance to you and me in this 
thrilling incident is contained in the an- 
swer to three questions: (1) What did 
the Wise Men seek? (2) What did they 
find? (3) What does it all mean to us 
as we face a 1953, packed full of mo- 
mentous possibilities? 

FonTANA Dan, N. C, 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times. three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.”’ Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


All We Need.—Ye shall seek me, and 
find me, when ye shall search for me 
with all your heart (Jer. 29:13, Golden 
Text). At a women’s meeting I heard 
a lady give the following testimony: 
“For years I sought peace of mind and 
heart. I tried different cults, some of 
which helped for a while, but it didn’t 
last. I went to see a well-known min- 
ister, and he told me to join the church, 
and I would ‘be all right,’ but he didn’t 
tell me that I was a sinner, and needed 
a Saviour. I kept on seeking, and one 
happy day one of my neighbors told me 
it was Christ I needed. Praise His name, 
my search ended in Him! He is every- 
thing I need.”—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can, 

Through Bethlehem.—Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:1). This little 
news item came from the daily paper. 
“Jerusalem is being supplied with fresh 
water from reservoirs built by King 
Solomon. The water is brought to the 
city by means of an acqueduct which 
passes through Bethlehem.” The Water 
of Life for all men comes through Beth- 
lehem also.—From the Expositor. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Something Tremendous Portending.— 
When Herod the king had heard these 
things, he was troubled, and all Jeru- 
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salem with him (Matt. 2:3). Would to 
God I could take every unbeliever and 
Scoffer to Israel to see prophecy in ful- 
fillment! People are pouring in by 
thousands, roads are being built, Cadil- 
lacs are all over the place, great new 
apartment houses are going up in the 
cities, irrigation lines span the country, 
and everyone is feverish with activity. 
I had an old Jewish rabbi as my guide 
when I “did” Jerusalem. After it was 
all over, and his voice and my feet were 
worn out, and he had expatiated at 
length on all the past glories of the 
country, I asked him, “But what does 
all this mean?” His answer was as sin- 
cere as it was revealing: “Very few of 
the people coming into the country are 
orthodox Jews in the strict sense. Most 
of us have limited faith in our Scrip- 
tures. We are being brought back by 
blind impulse—just as the birds are 
drawn to the South for the winter. We 
feel that something tremendous is por- 
tending, something which vitally con- 
cerns us, and yet is far larger than the 
little country of Israel. Something is 
going to burst which is bigger than an 
atom bomb.” Yes, praise God, the skies 
are going to burst, and our Lord will 
appear!—From M,. L,. Ketcham, in the 
Bible Friend. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 





The Amazing Probability—In Bethle- 
hem of Judcea: for thus it is written by 
the prophet (Matt. 2:5). Canon Liddon 
has shown that 333 predictions are found 
in the Old Testament, all of which cen- 
ter in the one man, Christ Jesus. What 
is the chance or probability of 333 items 
combining in one man, at one time, and 
in one place? You have to multiply one- 
half by itself 332 times, and what frac- 
tion will you get? You cannot do it 
by arithmetic without great toil; it must 
be done by logarithms. It gives a nu- 
merator of one, and a denominator of 84 
with 97 places of ciphers to follow it! 
We have a word of prophecy whereunto 
we do well to take heed.—F rom the Rev. 
A. T. Pierson, D.D. Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


How Do You Look?—When they saw 
the star, they rejoiced with exceeding 
great joy (Matt. 2:10). A poor little 
street girl was taken ill one Christmas, 
and carried to the hospital. While there 
she heard the story of Jesus coming into 
the world to save us. One day she 
whispered to the nurse: “I’m having 
real good times here. S’pose I'll have 
to go away from here just as soon as I 
get well; but I’ll take the good time 
along—some of it anyhow. Do you know 
about Jesus being born?” “Yes,” replied 
the nurse. “I know. Sh-sh-sh! Don’t 
talk any more.” “You do? I thought 
you looked as if you didn’t, and I was 
going to tell you.” “Why, how did I 
look?” asked the nurse, forgetting her 
own order in her curiosity. “Oh, just 
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like most folks—kind o’ glum. I should 
think you’d never look glum if you 
knew about Jesus being born.”—From 
the Sunday at Home. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


The Best Gift—They presented unto 
him gifts (Matt. 2:11). A friend told 
me that the best gift he received last 
Christmas was a tiny bookmark—only 
a few irregular stitches of colored thread 
on a bit of cloth. Nobody could ever 
spell out the letters. But he could read 
it all, for it was the handiwork of his 
little child; and, though his eyes were 
blinded by his tears, the father read 
love, love, in every stitch of it. Our 
best offering to the Christ may in itself 
be intrinsically of as little value to Him 
who possesses all things. But if it be 
something our love has wrought—love 
to Him shown by our love to another— 
He will never forget it. Let us try to 
write His name upon our lives. Ah, the 
fabric is coarse, and the hand unskilled, 
but He can read it.—From James M. 
Ludlow, in Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


His Birthday.—And when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented 
unto him gifts (Matt. 2:11). “I don’t 
see any sense to the way we do Christ- 
mas!” The speaker was our small grand- 
daughter Jeanette, a very positive and 
practical young person. I rose to her 
bait, and asked, “Just what is the matter 
with the way we do?” This was the 
astonishing answer from a six-year-old. 
“We say it’s the birthday of Jesus, and 
then we give everybody else presents, 
and we don’t even make a birthday cake 
with candles for Jesus! It isn’t very 
sensible, now, is it, Grandma?” I had 
to admit that she was right, . . . Her 
next move was breath-taking. “All 
right, then, let’s make a birthday cake 
for Jesus this year.” I explained that 
there was no way to send it to Heaven 
to Him; but that didn’t upset her one 
bit. “We can make it for Him and put 
candles on it, and then we can give it 
to some poor child that hasn’t any 
Christmas. Jesus will know all about it, 
and He will know it’s His birthday cake.” 
Then I explained to her that she could 
give other things the same way, not 
always a cake, food or clothing, or 
money. She could give to the poor or 
give to the church or the missionaries, 
to the work of the Lord. So now she 
has a box in her closet where she puts 
her outgrown clothes that are good, and 
some of her toys and doll clothes. Just 
last week she explained to me that the 
things in that box were for presents to 
children that didn’t have as much as 
she has, because, and she smiled a whim- 
sical little smile, “You know, Grandma, 
Jesus doesn’t need clothes or anything, 
so we just give to others.”—From the 
late Ethel S. Low, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs, S, J. Beeker, Nash- 
ville, Tenn, 
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Lesson for December 28 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ATERIALS needed: gold paper, star 
pattern, scissors and paste, pencils 
and notebooks, 

Last week we studied about the birth 
of Jesus, and I trust that we have 
thought about Him many times this 
week. We found Him revealed in Mat- 
thew 1 as Saviour, as Emmanuel, and 
also as the King of the Jews. 

Matthew 2 is a short chapter, but 
there is a great deal in it. There is the 
record of four dreams and of four ful- 
filled prophecies. As we read the chap- 
ter this morning, see who can find them 
all. There is also a sharp contrast be- 
tween the actions of a most wicked king 
and that of the Wise Men who were out- 
standingly good. Besides all this, there 
is a record of some early journeys of 
the infant Jesus that are found in no 
other book in the Bible. 

Read the first three verses of Matthew 
2. In these verses we have four points 
of interest: the star, the Wise Men, King 
Herod, and the Jews. Notice the rela- 
tionship of each to Christ. The star: 
In Genesis 1:14 we read that God set the 
stars for signs as well as for lights. 
Surely no star was ever given a greater 
mission than to be the sign that Christ 
had come! The prophet Baalam, who 
lived in the East hundreds of years be- 
fore these Wise Men, announced in 
Numbers 24:17, “There shall come a Star 
out of Jacob.” Perhaps his prophecy 
was handed down and those Wise Men 
knew of it. We don't know, but in some 
way they recognized that this star was 
the herald of the King, and so they jour- 
neyed to Jerusalem, 

Now look at the Wise Men. The Bible 
does not say that there were three of 
them, and neither does it say that they 
were kings. However, both things could 
be true. In any case they are worth 
studying. I believe we shall meet them 
in Heaven and there learn more about 
them. In the meantime we see how 
admirable they were compared with 
King Herod and the Jews. 

In the first place they came seeking 
for Jesus, proving that they truly were 
wise men. They came to worship, not 
the king of their country, but the King 
of the Jews. Who should naturally have 
been most interested in the King of the 
Jews? (The Jews, themselves, but they 
were not.) The Wise Men were eager to 
see Jesus, but King Herod and the Jews 
were troubled to hear that He had come. 
What was wrong? King Herod was 
wholly selfish. His one thought was that 
he did not want any new king to dis- 
place him or his sons. What was wrong 
with the Jews? They were not ready 
to meet Christ. Many wrong things in 
their lives needed to be made right first, 

Now read verses 4 to 8 A strange 
thing about King Herod was that he 
believed God’s Word, wicked man as he 
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was. His belief did not change his life, 
so we know he had no saving faith. How 
do we know that Herod believed God's 
Word? Because he asked the scribes 
where Christ should be born, and when 
they quoted Micah 5:2, he accepted it as 
fact, and had all the boy babies of 
Bethlehem put to death! I mention this 
to point out the great difference be- 
tween merely believing God’s Word is 
true, and being really saved. I fear 
there are people in the world today 
who think they dre saved but are not. 
They think they are saved because they 
admit that the Bible is true and sub- 
scribe to the facts of the Gospel, but if 
they had real saving faith, it would 
change their lives. 

Here is another contrast between the 
Wise Men and Herod. They were per- 
fectly frank with him, but he was hypo- 
critical with them. He pretended that 
he wanted to worship the Holy Babe, 
when he really wanted to destroy Him. 

In Christmas plays we often see the 
Wise Men following the shepherds into 
the stable the night that Jesus was born, 
However, that did not occur. It took 
the Wise Men much longer to reach 
Bethlehem from the East, than the shep- 
herds who were just outside the city. 
Where did the Wise Men find the baby 
Jesus when they reached Bethlehem? 
(In a house.) 

Notice verse 10: “When they saw the 
star, they rejoiced with exceeding great 
joy.” They saw it just above the house 
where Jesus was, and they knew that 
their search was ended. Their joy was 
something like the joy of a sinner when 
he finds the Saviour. Then the Wise 
Men worshiped the Babe, not Mary or 
Joseph. Very few in Jerusalem did 
homage to the Holy Babe. But these 
Wise Men came a long way to worship 
Him. And they did not come empty- 
handed either. Their gifts were costly, 
as befitted gifts to a King. It has been 
suggested that the gifts had spiritual 
significance, gold to represent His deity, 
rare and costly; frankincense speaking of 
His preciousness; and myrrh used in 
embalming the dead, to show that He 
came to die. 

Read verse 12. Here is one of the 
dreams. The Wise Men knew that it 
was from God, so they obeyed it. Read 


verses 13 to 15. Here is the second 
dream and the second prophecy. Notice 
Joseph’s prompt obedience also. Read 


verses 16 to 18 and mark the third proph- 
ecy. Now read the rest of the chapter 
Here is the third dream, and again 
Joseph obeys. Verse 22 suggests the 
fourth dream, and verse 23 contains the 
fourth fulfilled prophecy. 

You have seen pictures of Mary and 
Josepn and the Babe going to Egypt, 
and later on their return journey, They 
no doubt looked unimportant to wealthy 
merchants who passed them on the 
highway. But the eyes of all Heaven 
were focused on that little party. That 
Holy Babe was the joy of Heaven, the 
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only hope of earth! Christ is still that 
today. What is your attitude toward 
Him? We have seen how different people 
reacted to His first coming. How do you 
feel about His second coming? If you 
knew He was coming this morning, 
would you rejoice with exceeding great 
joy like the Wise Men, or would you be 
troubled like King Herod and the Jews? 
If there is anything that troubles you 
about meeting Him, set it right today. 
He is coming. 

Write “Matthew 2” on the second page 
in your notebook. Below that write 
“The Wise Men” and “The Flight Into 
Egypt.” Make a gold star, copy verses 
9 and 10 underneath, 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

Gifts of the Wise Men (Matt. 2:1-5, 7-11) 
PICTURE of a crown or of David as 
king may be placed at the begin- 

ning of the visualized Gospel of Mat- 
thew to signify the genealogical list 
showing the right of the Lord Jesus to 
the throne of David. If no picture of 
Joseph being informed by the angel is 
available, use a nativity picture in which 
Joseph is prominent, 

Matthew does not tell the story of the 
angels and the shepherds; only Luke 
tells that. Matthew is still thinking, 
perhaps, of that wonderful day when the 
Lord Jesus really becomes King of this 
earth. And he remembers a lovely little 
story of the baby King, and how some 
others knew the secret that the baby 
with such a poor father and mother 
was really a king. Wise Men, rich men, 
perhaps kings themselves, came bringing 
gifts to the little King in Bethlehem. 
But they did not know He was in Beth- 
lehem. They only knew by the bright 
star that He was in the country of 
Judaea. What excitement in the capital 
city of Jerusalem when these important 
visitors appeared! What greater excite- 
ment when the people learned that the 
visitors were looking for a baby King! 
No baby in wicked King Herod’s palace! 
And he rightly suspected it might be the 
baby Christ. The men who studied the 
Bible knew where Christ would be born 
—in Bethlehem—Micah said so in chap- 
ter 5 verse 2. Can you find it as quickly 
as they? So off the Wise Men started 
again. Who will tell how they found 
the right place? Who will tell what pres- 
ents they brought for the tiny King? 
(Show samples of frankincense and 
myrrh, and explain their value.!) 

How was wicked King Herod kept 
from knowing the secret of where the 
baby King was? But he was too wicked 


These may be secured, with a shiny Pales- 
tinian coin to represent gold, from the Ameri- 
can Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc., 236 
West 72nd St., New York 23, for 50c. 
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and cruel to give up that easy! As you 
read, this week, Matthew’s story (chap. 
2) of the kings bowing in worship before 
the sweet little baby King, you will feel 
sad for the many other little ones and 
their mothers. If it had not been for 
God’s care, you would be worrying about 
the baby Jesus, too. But He was safe! 


Boys and girls, you cannot take gifts 
of gold and frankincense and myrrh to 
the baby King today. Perhaps you will 
not be among those living on earth to 
welcome Him when He comes to be 
King on earth. But He is King now. 
He wants to be King of your heart and 
life. He has wonderful gifts—that won’t 
ever wear out or get broken—to give 
you. (Have drawn on colored construc- 
tion paper gift packages, cut double. 
On the inside of different ones write 
“forgiveness,” “eternal life,” “Heaven,” 
“love,” “happiness.” If you prepare 
enough for each child to receive one 
of each, the gifts will seem more per- 
sonal.) He paid a big price to get these 
gifts for you, when He died on the cross, 
Will you take them from Him? Now 
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what gifts will you give Him, the King, 
the loving Saviour who died for you? 
(Give the pupils colored paper gift boxes 
cut like the others for them to write 
inside. Discuss what He would like: 
your heart, your love, testimony for 
Him, obedience in some definite thing. 
The boxes may be kept in their Bibles 
as reminders.) 

The Wise Men worshiped Him as well 
as gave Him presents. “I will praise 
thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart: 
and I will glorify thy name for ever- 
more” (Psa, 86:12, Memory Verse). Shall 
each one of us do that now in our clos- 
ing prayers as we say, “Thank You” 
to Him for His gifts? 

Orono, MAINE, 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OU remember that when God’s Son 

was born, He announced it in a very 
special way by sending angels from 
Heaven to tell the good news to some 
poor shepherds who were watching their 
flocks. But to some very wise men 
whose business it was to study the stars, 
God announced the birth of His only 
Son in an altogether different way. 

In a land far, far away from the land 
in which the Lord Jesus was born, the 
Wise Men, studying as they frequently 
did, the many stars in the heavens, 
noticed a new one—one théy had never 
seen before. They knew at once that 
the Son of God for whom they had been 
looking for many long years had at last 
been born. Quickly they packed their 
loads on camels’ backs and started on 
their long journey. They crossed the 
desert, they climbed up one hillside and 
down ancther, on and on they traveled 
day after day and night after night. 
Always the star led them—the star that 
God had sent to announce the birth of 
the Son He dearly loves. 

We do not know how many men there 
were. Some think there were only three, 
Others think there were many more. 
Nor do we know how long they traveled. 
But from other things which we read 
in our Bibles, it would seem that they 
must have been on their way for almost 
two whole years! Finally, when they 
got to Jerusalem, they asked King Herod 
where Christ, the King of the Jews, had 
been born. Because King Herod did not 
know, he had to ask the scribes to find 
out from the Scriptures exactly the 
birthplace of the Lord Jesus. They knew 
that the Prophet Micah had written hun- 
dreds of years before that God’s Son was 
to be born in Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2). 
Then, surely enough, as the Wise Men 
continued their journey, the star went 
before them, till it came and stood over 
where the young child was. How glad 
they were! At last they were about to 
see the King—the Son of God. 

When they went into the house (the 
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shepherds, you remember, had gone into 
a stable), they saw the young child (the 
shepherds had seen a babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes) with Mary, His 
mother, and they fell down and wor- 
shiped Him, the true Son of God. Then 
they gave Him gifts—beautiful, wonder- 
ful gifts. One of the gifts was gold; 
gold, for they knew that the one they 
worshiped was the King. Another gift 
was frankincense; frankincense is used 
by a priest who goes between men and 
God. And the Lord Jesus whom the 
Wise Men worshiped is the one who goes 
between man and God. The Wise Men 
also gave myrrh; myrrh is used on the 
bodies of those who have died. And 
surely these men knew that the Saviour 
of the world whom they worshiped 
would some day have to die for the sins 
of the whole world. 


When Donnie heard the Christmas story 
for the first time, the teacher said to 
him: “You know, Donnie, it’s a strange 
thing. When the Lord Jesus was born, 
He received wonderful gifts. And Christ- 
mas, you know, is Jesus’ birthday. How 
would you like it, if, on your birthday, 
your friends gave your mother and 
daddy presents, and gave gifts to your 
sister and brothers, your aunts and 
uncles, your grandmother and grand- 
daddy, but no one gave you a present? 
How would you like that?” 

“T wouldn’t like it!”” Donnie exclaimed. 


“No, and neither would I. And yet, 
Christmas is Jesus’ birthday and we give 
one another presents, but we never give 
anything to Him. How do you think 
He likes that?” 

Donnie thought a minute and decided 
that He did not like it very much. “But,” 


he asked, “what can we give to the Lord 
Jesus?” 
“There’s really only one thing He 


wants, Donnie. There is nothing else 
that we can give Him until we give 
Him that one thing.” 

“What is that?” 

“Why, first of all, we must give Him 
our hearts. Would you like to do that, 
Donnie? That would make the Lord 
Jesus very happy indeed... And it would 
be a wonderful way to celebrate His 
birthday.” 

Donnie didn’t answer. But that Sun- 
day afternoon he came bounding over 
to his teacher’s house with a present all 
wrapped and tied with Christmas rib- 
bon. “Here, open this!” he demanded. 

Quickly his teacher tore open the 
package. Inside was a little red paper 
heart, and on it, these words: “My 
heart to Jesus, from Donnie.” On an- 
other slip of paper he had copied the 
words of a lovely old poem: 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I'd give Him a lamb; 

If I were a wise man, I’d do my part; 


But what can I give Him? 
I'll give Him my heart! 


Teacher’s Note: It is very effective to 
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have a package nicely wrapped and open 
it to show the paper heart. Do not fail 
the Lord by failing to give the invitation 
at the close 
LANCASTER, PA, 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1069) 

1. They are thought to have been Per- 
sians, priests of the cult of Zoroaster, a 
mecnotheistic faith. The tradition that 
they were kings has no foundation in 
fact. 

2. Numbers 24:17. 

3. Jerusalem was the capital city, 
where the royal palace was, and where 
they would normally expect the King 
to be born. 

4. Because his throne was challenged, 
and because the advent of Messiah meant 
judgment, 
verse 15 
verse 


5. Four: Verse 6 (Mic. 5:2); 
(Hos. 11:1): verse 18 (Jer. 31:15): 
23 (general, but perhaps Isa. 11:1). 

6. They did not finish the verse, which 
clearly identifies the ruler as the Eter- 
nal One. 

7. (1) The 
(v. 7). 

8. (1) In the n 
9. It started t 

{ 1 th 


place (v, 4), (2) the time 


anger, (2) in the house, 
them on their journey (v. 
em to the house (v, 9). 
10. The star (vs. 2, 9), the Scriptures 
(v. 6), the dream (v, 12). 
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The Light of Prophecy on Today's 
World Crises 


(Continued from page 1063) 


rophecy.” by Dr. Albert J. 
Lindsay, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Tacoma, Wash.; “The Glory 
of the Kingdom of God on Earth,” by 
Dr. Oswald J. Smith, pastor of the Peo- 
ple’s Church, Toronto; “Christian Wit- 
ness to Israel in View of Christ’s Return,” 

by Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, Jewish 
evangelist: and “The Judgment Seat of 
Christ,” by the Rev. W. Myrddin Lewis 
of Birmingham, England, 

The spiritual tone of the Congress 
was set at the Monday morning session 
when the Editor of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times, and Dr. Ernest M. Wadsworth, 
director of the Great Commission Prayer 


of Types in P 


League, spoke on the subject: “Bible 
Prayers for Our Lord’s Return.” On his 
way to the Congress, Dr. Wadsworth 


wrote a brief chorus which became the 
theme song throughout: 
t may be today; it may be today; 
That Jesus will come and call us away; 
With loved ones descending and angels 
attending, 
It may be, it may be, today, 


In ‘his addresses Dr. Wilbur M, Smith 


of Fuller Theological Seminary pointed 
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out that for approximately a half cen- 
tury, from 1860 to 1910, the sun of hope 
shone brightly upon our earth, when it 
appeared that from the standpoint of 


human history we were at our zenith. 
The millennium seemed approaching. 
Men volubly pronounced the banishment 
of war with all its implements, and the 
universal reign of peace. But our think- 
ing on this subject has now radically 
changed, due to the fact that the world 
has experienced its two most frightful, 
devastating wars, the only ones worthy 
of the name “World War.” Already new 
instruments of destruction are being de- 
veloped to be used in a third World 
War so terrifying that we tremble even 
in contemplation of them. So obviously 
is this true that it is hardly possible 
to open any serious magazine or con- 
temporary book without noting the 
phrase, “world crisis,” again and again. 

Against this he placed the significance 
of the fact that when we turn to the 
Bible, God’s Word, we discover that just 
such times as ours were actually fore- 
seen and clearly described by His 
prophets. In fact, we call this day an 
“apocalyptic time,” for it seems to be so 
clearly depicted in the Book of the Rev- 
lation—the Apocalypse, 

Yet it is in this same Book that a 
bright light shines clearly, incapable of 
being extinguished, the light of hope. 
Over and over again we find this word, 
a word which is strangely missing from 
the sacred writings of all other religions. 
And this hope is centered in God Him- 
self—not in any individual man, or any 
human government, or any improvement 
of the human race by its own efforts. 
This hope is made unique in Christ by 
two miraculous events—His resurrection 
from the dead, and His return to earth 
in triumphant victory and power. 

It is those people who have Bibles in 
their hands and Christ in their hearts 
who can contemplate the present and 
future without fear. For they have a 
hope that will sustain them through the 
worst that can happen on earth, and at 
the last bring them forth triumphantly 
from the graves. Anything else is quick- 
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either for rent or purchase, home or duplex 
apartment, in North Philadelphia or German- 
town, by Faith Mission, for use as mission 
home and office. Write Adv. 704, 
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THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 
founded by Rev. and Mrs. Leon Rosenberg 
Headquarters 252 North Dillon Street 
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3. Ministering relief to those of “the household of faith” in Europe and in Israel . . . who survived the 


Your prayers and your co-operation will be greatly appreciated. | Address your mail to Mission Head- 



























Arere ts just the book for a 
Ve at Vg / 
Long out of print — now revived by 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


THE LAW OF LIBERTY 
in the SPIRITUAL TIRE 


by EVAN H. HOPKINS 
128 pages $1.50 


clothbound Pestpaia 


Truly a classic on holy liv- 
ing and the deepening of 
the spiritual life. 





For 40 years the author, a 
minister of the Church of 
England, was a leading 
speaker and Council mem- 
ber of the British Keswick 


Convention. 
H HlopRe This book has been regarded as the 
fyva Convention’s textbook, says Mr. 


Fred Mitchell, its present chairman. 





Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas stated: 
“By far the best book available on 
the subject of Holiness.” 





ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSTORE OR FROM 


The Sunday School Times Company 


325 N. Thirteenth Street - Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


For the benefit of our readers in the British Isles, this book may be obtained from 


MarsHALL, MorGAN & Scott, Ltp., 33 Ludgate Hill, London, E. C. 4, for 7 /6d. 


























December 13, 


sand and leads to despair. It is this hope 
of a returning Lord that is the Church's 
true confidence and strength. 

At its evening session of November 11, 
the Congress, in recognition of the pro- 
phetic significance of the establishment 
of the State of Israel, on the death of 
Dr. Chaim Weizmann, its first president, 
dispatched the following cablegram: 
Moshe Sharret 
Foreign Minister 
Israel 

The International Congress on Proph- 
ecy in New York City November 9 to 16 
composed of many denominations ex- 
tencs prayerful sympathy to Israel] over 
the death of President Chaim Weizmann, 
May God guide and further the regather- 
ing of Israel looking for the return of 
Messiah in accordance with prophecy. 

American Association for Jewish 
Evangelism, 

It is expected that the addresses of the 
Congress will later be published in book 
form, 

(To be continued) 
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Forgiveness — Human and Divine 
(Continued from second page) 


way is unworthy of those who have been 
pardoned, redeemed, at such tremendous 
cost. How dare we sit down at the 
Lord’s Table to remember His amazing 
love to us, in dying that all our dark 
past might be blotted out, if in our 
hearts there is a svirit of unforgiveness 
toward another! When we act thus we 
do incalculable harm to our own Souls, 
and also to the Christian fellowship to 
which we belong. 

As Christians we are daily to culti- 
vate and practice the spirit of love and 
forgiveness. The more we show of God’s 
loving, forgiving spirit, a love that for- 
gives not merely seven times, but “sev- 
enty times seven” (Matt. 18:22), the 
more effective will be our influence over 
others, 

The native secretary of an Indian 
Y.M.C.A., who had been the means of 
leading a terrible drunkard to Christ, 
tells how when he settled down to do 
honest work in the field he was robbed 
of his harvest by some bullies, who also 
cut off his fingers with an ax. His fel- 
low villagers gathered subscriptions to 
help him to prosecute them, for he knew 
who they were. His spiritual father also 
urged him to lay a charge against them. 

Abraham looked at the money, then 
at his fingerless hands, and after a few 
minutes said to the secretary: “There 
are two things I would like to say. You 
are an educated man, I am illiterate. 
You have been a Christian all your life 
and I but for a short while. But when 
I became a follower of the Lord Jesus 
I promised to follow in His footsteps. 
You told me how He was crucified. The 
nails were driven through His hands 
and feet .. . the crown of thorns was 
placed on His head, but He never said, 
‘O God, punish my _ enemies,’ but, 
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‘Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do.’ So just as my Master 
forgave His enemies and prayed for 
them, so must I pray for mine and for- 
give them, for they have done this in 
the ignorance of their hearts. They did 
not know anything better.” 

When his enemies in hiding heard 
¢hat he was giving up all thought of re- 
venge, they were so touched they came 


in to beg his forgiveness, to work his , 


fields for him, and to listen to the mes- 
sage of the Gospel. 

When in our lives we show the spirit 
of Christ, the spirit of forgiving love, 


it will cause those who wrong us to 
stand still and think, and to be 
ashamed of their conduct. It may te 
through us they will get their first 


glimpse of the love of God and be con- 
quered by that love. 
Should friends misjudge or 
defame, 
Or brethren faithless prove, 
Then like Thine own, be all our aim 
To conquer them by love. 


friends 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 





God’s Prophetic Program. By John 
Hess McComb, D.D. (Broadway Pub, Co., 
601 W. 114th St., New York 25; $1.25.) 
The author, a stalwart defender of the 
faith, pastor of the Broadway Presbyte- 
rian Church, has done an excellent piece 
of work in producing this 109-page, 
heavy-paper-bound volume of Bible 
study. Fifteen chapters, dealing with all 
aspects of our Lord’s return, give ample 
evidence of the reality of this wonderful 
truth so much needed by the church of 
our day. The writer differs with others 
who hold premillennial views, in some 
points, as that the great battle of Ezek- 
iel 38, 39 is not the one described in 
Revelation 19; and that Revelation 16:15 
describes the Rapture in retrospect, 

Not only is the tremendous prophetic 
program unfolded, but it is done in good 
homiletical style, which makes for easy 
reading and study. The keen evange- 
listic zeal of the author is always ap- 
parent. Chapter after chapter closes 
with an invitation to sinners, such as, 
“Therefore heed God’s call by believing 
on His Son as your Saviour”; or, to 
Christians, “How careful we should be 
in view of the prospect of His return to 
purify ourselves even as He is pure; to 
make sure that our profession of faith 
in Him is not an empty one.” 

In Chapter 5, “An Outline of God’s 
Plan,” Dr. McComb introduces his clear 
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treatment of the Scriptural plan by say- 
ing: “We hear so much today about 
converting the world and building the 
Kingdom of God on earth, whereas 
James’ words clearly show it is not God’s 
purpose to convert the world in this 
dispensation, or to establish the Kingdom 
of God upon earth through the work 
of the Church.” 

This is a good book to give to anyone 
disillusioned in regard to world condi- 
tions; in fact, it is good for all. Dr. 
McComb believes we are in the eleventh 
hour, and gives good proof for his ccn- 
tention. With this in mind, he preserts 
a rather unique and interesting study of 
the parable of the laborers in the vine- 
yard in Matthew 20:1-16. We also be- 
lieve we are in the eleventh hour, and s.y 
with the beloved apostle, “Even so, ccme, 
Lord Jesus.” 


A Bruised Reed. By Thomas A. Lambie, 
M.D. (Loizeaux Bros., New Ycrk 10: 
$2.50.) This book will have to be read 
with an open Bible! And after reading 
Dr. Lambie’s clear explanations, the 
reader will find many a passage truly 
“opened” for him. Have you ever won- 
dered about such Bible expressions as 
“a bruised reed,” “on eagles’ wings,” 
“his fan in his hand"? In twenty-five 
brief but well-written chapters, Dr. 
Lambie calls on his leng experience in 
Bible lands to explain many terms that 
the Western mind often misses, and with 
each will be found a personal spiritual 
lesson. Hand-drawn illustrations at the 
head of each chapter are a welcome ad- 
dition. One can only wish that Dr. 
Lambie will find time out of his busy 
practice at Berachah Sanatorium to write 
similar volumes, 


The Progress of Dogma. By James Orr. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) A book by James 
Orr is always welcomed by the thought- 
ful Christian reading public. In the 
present volume Mr, Orr continues to 
maintain a high standard of conservative 
scholarship. The lectures, delivered in 
1897 at the Western Theological Semi- 
nary and now reprinted, are nct merely 
the retracing of doctrinal discussions in 
past ages, but they attempt to show a 
law of development which history obeys, 
This law is “The simpler precedes the 
more complex.” Hence, says Orr, the 
logical and temporal orders in theclogy 
correspond. The second century is the 
age of apologetics. Following that pe- 
riod, the church successively developed, 
through the study of the Scriptures, the 
dectrines of God, man, Christ, atone- 
ment, application of redemption, and at 
present is engaged in studying eschatol- 
ogy. 

Whether one with Orr’s main 
thesis or not, one will profit by tracing 
with him the growth of the church's 
expression of truth, and will see how, 
by the study of Scripture, the people of 
God have been preserved from error, 


agrees 
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132 Heart Reaching Poems. Compiled 
and edited by Theodore W. Engstrom. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, 
Mich., $1.50.) There is something in 
poetry that reaches the heart and stirs 
the emotions as prose may not. A true 
lover of this form of writing has gath- 
ered together in one volume a choice 
selection of spiritual poems from many 
different authors, some recent and scme 
of generations past. They are devotional, 
glorifying to Christ, and many of them 
will bring comfort, inspiration, and chal- 
lenge. It is a collection that one will 
Icve to read and reread, gaining faith 
and strength and guidance. They are 
classified under “Fear Not,” “The Chris- 
tian’s Vital Breath,” “One Altogether 
Lovely,” “With Him ., . Far Better,” and 
“T Will Follow Thee.” 


At Home and Abroad—Youth Worship 
Programs. By Nevada Miller Whitwell. 
(S'andard Pub. Co., Cincinnati 10; $2.) 
“Never be afraid to spend too much time 
on a YP program,” exhorts Mrs. Whit- 
well. And to add to these programs that 
ever-needed spice of variety, she takes 
the entire group on a travel journey 
where every stop-over whispers a direct 
Thus each of her fifty 
programs has two titles. For example, 
the embarkation is “Niagara Falls” and 
“Eye Hath Not Seen,” while the happy 
landing is “The Statue of Liberty” and 
“Going Home.” 

These programs are 
lined, giving a Piano 
Worship, Hymn of Praise, Scripture 
Reading, Prayer Hymn, Prayer, Offer- 
tory Text, Special Music, Devotional 
Talk, Closing Hymn, and Benediction 
Names and addresses of special music 
publishing houses are placed in the foot- 


spiritual message. 


completely out- 
Prelude, Call to 


notes. Not only is each “travel stop” 
well described, with bits of history 
added, but each is made the center of 


several devotional lessons, the whole 
occupying from three to five pages. Cc 
casionally a fine-print story is included 
The leader is urged, however, to prepare 
so well that the message will be spoken 
and not read. 
The programs’ 
alongside clever 
which might well 
nouncements. The volume 
fifty matching slogans, Bible texts 
outline drawings to be copied on re- 
minder and invitation post cards. 


double titles are set 
pen-and-ink sketches 
suggest poster an- 
closes with 
and 


Tamar. By Gladys Malvern. (Long 
mans, Green & Co., Inc., New York 3; 
$2.50.) It was when Jairus and his lovely 
daughter Tamar were on their way to 
Joab’s Bar Mitzvah that the young Ro- 
man, Julian, stepped into their lives 
And though Tamar understood that 
eventually she was to be Joab’s be- 
trothed, she could not forget Julian. 
But this feeling must be kept secret 
since Jews could have no friendship with 
pagans, 

That was also the day 


when Tama! 
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Preachers! Sunday School Teachers! Bible Students! 


HERE’S YOUR CHANCE! 


Here’s your opportunity to study the Bible with the famous and be- 
loved Bible teacher, Dr. H. A. Ironside. Dr. Ironside is well known to 
Sunday School Times readers for his wonderful sermons and Sunday school 
lesson articles. He was for 18 years the pastor of Moody Church, Chicago. 
He was known the world over as a devout student of the Word of God, a 
giant among men; simple and direct; warm and delightful in the retelling of 
his personal experiences. 

These studies straight through the New Testament will give you a 
clearer understanding than you have ever had before. Dr. Ironside does 
not speculate; he draws from many, many Scriptures. Your eyes will be 
opened to many wonderful truths of the Bible which you have never seen 
before. This is not dry and barren theology; this is vibrant and important 
teaching for every-day living. Preachers will find a wealth of suggestion 
for sermon subjects and illustrations. Sunday school teachers will find an- 
swers to many questions, and unusual helps for their lessons. 


Highly Recommended 
“Simple and profound, Biblical and theologically sound, 
evangelical, heart-searching.’’—The Otterbein Teacher! 


“Makes transcendent truth understood by the average 
reader.”’—The King’s Business. 


HERE’S WHAT YOU GET 


Each volume is beautifully bound in dark scarlet cloth, stamped in gold; 
a lovely library edition, will give years of wear. The type is large and clear. 
Many Scriptures printed in full for your ready reference. 


Matthew, 407 pages . $3.50 Philippians, 126 pages - - - $1.25 
Mark, 251 pages - - 3.00 Colossians, 186 pages - - - 2.00 
Luke, 723 pages, 1 volume 4.50 Ist and 2nd Thessalonians, 
John, 892 pages, l volume - 4.50 ' - 121 — ° 1.50 
Acts, 651 pages _ 2 s 4.00 Timothy, Titus, ee r _ 
Romans, 176 pages - - 1.75 . = on 
. ‘ 3 - a a Hebrews and Titus, 274 pages - 1.75 
First Corinthians, 564 pages 3.50 : 
Se . apes James and Peter, 166 pages - - 2.00 
Second Corinthians, 292 pages 2.25 : . 
Gait, Bb era Z 22 2.00 John and Jude, 296 pages - - 2.50 
oa ‘ Revelation, with chart, 366 pages - 2.50 


Ephesians, 341 pages - - 2.50 


HERE’S HOW TO GET THIS SET 


Don’t invest a whole lot of money at once! Our plan is to send you 
one book a month. All you buy is one book a month. No extra charges. 
Nothing to do. Nothing to promise. Just pay for each book after it 
arrives at your home. You’li be amazed at how simple this plan is; how 
easy it is to buy them, just one volume at atime, as they come to your home. 


Don’t miss the clear Bible teaching, the 
warm inspiration, the answer to your ques- 
tions, the constant source of blessing, this 


@ daily counselor and guide in your home. 


Get free copy of RUSH COUPON NOW! 
life of Dr. Ironside! 


As a special free gift, | Tidings Bible and Book Store Dept. T 
you will receive, abso- ! Wilson, North Carolina 
lutely free, without any 
cost or obligation to you, 
a copy of the huge, 365- 
page life of Dr. Ironside, 


Yes, I want to receive a volume of Dr. Iron- 
side’s exposition of the New Testament each 
month. I understand I will receive absolutely 
free his biography, “Ordained of the Lord,” 
with the first book you send me. Send me the 


“Ordained of the Lord,” first book on Matthew, with your invoice for 
$3.50 ‘plus sales tax if I live in North Carolina). 


! 
' 
! 
1 
' 
1 
' 
1 
! 
! 
' 
“ ' 
by E. Schuyler English. ; I will remit in 10 days. You will send me one book 
This $3.00 book is 1 of the set each month until the entire set of 18 
FREE with your first 1 books is received. I will pay within 10 days after 
book. : I receive each book. I may by writing you at 
; least 10 days ahead of time, stop the coming 
,; of any of Dr. Ironside’s books which I already 
| Own, or may cancel my contract by your consent 
' only, in case of disability or loss of position. 
' 
' 
1 
" 
I 
' 
' 
! 





If the volume does not meet your expectations 
it may be returned within 10 days and the 
charges cancelled. 


Order direct from Name .cccccccceccccccescosece Peccccccccccccces 
TIDINGS BIBLE AND BOOK STORE Address .cccccccccccccccccccce ecccccccces eccce 
Box 384 (T), Wilson, North Carolina Re A ROE Pt: Zone -.. State-....- 
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first saw the young Teacher from Naza- 
reth. And soon it seemed the households 
of Capernaum talked of little else but 
the Rabbi Jesus. Tamar herself wit- 
nessed more than one healing miracle. 
The strange thing was that this Rabbi 
put no difference between Roman and 
Jew, for when Julian fell sick, he was 
healed instantly, and that while Jesus 
was at a distance. Tamar felt more cer- 
tain every day that He was God come 
down to earth. 

Then the girl herself succumbed to a 
strange malady and died, even while the 
brokenhearted Jairus was seeking the 
Christ. When finally He came and raised 
her to life, Jairus also believed, as did Jul- 
ian and his foster father, Marcellus. Joab 
followed along outwardly, but only for 
the material gain he expected later. 

Then comes the week of sorrow at 
Jerusalem. Jairus and his friend, the 
Rabbi Nicodemus, both risk their lives 
attempting to stem the tragic tide. And 
all the while Tamar believes while others 
doubt. The glorious resurrection, how- 
ever, sets every loving heart at rest 
Back in Capernaum, Jairus and Mar- 
cellus, compelled by persecution to seek 
a new home, decide to leave for the lat- 
ter’s villa at Ephesus. So Julian and 
Tamar ride forward together, both real- 
izing, at last, that in Christ all are equal. 

A story which is a blessing-bringer 
throughout, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 28 


“What’s This Year Been Worth To Me?” 
(2 Cor. 13:5a; Phil. 4:8) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

NY well-ordered business will pro- 

vide a regular time for evaluation, 
for making a report to its stockholders 
of the progress that has been made since 
the last accounting: of the losses, if any: 
of the present state of the business; and of 
the reasonable prospects for the future 
It is with this same thought that we may 
approach the topic for this last meeting 
in 1952, 

If we want to make the application 
of this topic a very personal one to 
the members of our group, we may sup- 
ply each one with a paper and pencil 
with which to make his own confidential 
accounting. Or, a less personal account- 
ing may be made by one member on a 
blackboard, with the group as a whole 
in mind, the tally being taken by raised 
hands on each of the items considered. 

ve 

You will want to put down the num- 
ber of times when you were especially 
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conscious of God’s strengthening and 
help in situations of trouble or difficulty. 

Undoubtedly there were times of real 
temptation when you found His strength 
sufficient and when the victory was won 
when you cried to Him for help. 

Most of us in the past year have ex- 
perienced times of uncertainty or per- 
plexity, when we did not know what to 
do, and we ghall want to note the num- 
ber of times that guidance and direction 
came, when we laid the whole matter 
before the Lord and asked Him for His 
way out. 

Perhaps there were times of failure 
or disobedience when we insisted upon 
having our own way. Were there les- 
sons in such times that have helped us 
to understand how much better it would 
have been to choose God’s way? Then 
even such experiences as these have not 
been a total loss in our accounting for 
1952, 

Have there been times of loneliness, or 
disappointment, or bereavement in the 
year that has gone? Have we learned 
in them the comfort of God’s Word and 
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a deeper fellowship with the Lord Jesus 
than we could have known had all 
our experiences been bright and lovely? 
Then, here again, there are entries for 
the credit side of our accounting that 
must far outweigh the debit column. 

And what of the lessons in sympathy 
and understanding for others in sorrow 
or difficulty? Have there been such les- 
sons that have come out of our own 
trials? Then here again there has been 
a real value that must be accounted for 
in the face of what might otherwise 
have been a loss in 1952, 


we 


Many of us have been given real op- 
portunities for Christian service in the 
year that has gone. Perhaps it was 
faithful teaching at a Sunday school 
class week after week. Perhaps we have 
been privileged to lead some others to 
know Christ as their personal Saviour. 
It may have been that our part was 
merely to give words of sympathy and 
comfort to those in sorrow or trouble, 
and to point them to the one who is 
the answer to all their difficulties and 
problems. Can you possibly evaluate 
what such privileges were worth to you? 
How much money would you take in ex- 
change for the joy and the blessing that 
these opportunities have been to your 
own life, to say nothing of their value 
to the lives of others? 


Ope 


Oh, if we are honest in our accounting, 
we shall have a far longer list of credits 
than debits, even though, in it all, we 
are conscious that God could have used 
us and blessed us to a far greater degree 
than our reckoning shows, if we had only 
given Him the opportunity to do so. 
This accounting, therefore, should make 
us very humble and very grateful] for 
what God has been to us in the year 
that has gone. And it should also make 
us determined, by His grace, to have a 
far better record in the years that are 
ahead. He is still waiting and ready to 
show us what He can do with anyone 
who will completely and unreservedly 
yield his life to His control. Will you 
be one of these, beginning tonight? 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 22 to 28 


Mon.—Matthew 2:1-6. Men Follow a Star. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The star, which 
they saw in the east, went before them, 
till it came and stood over where the 
young child was” (v. 9). Unerring di- 
vine guidance enabled the Wise Men to 
‘ind the Babe of Bethlehem. More surely 
than a beam guides an aviator, the Word 
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NO bother 
NO worry 


just regular, generous returns 
with MOODY annuities 


Besides returns matching commercial 
investments, Moody annuities provide 
freedom from bother and worry. 
Stocks, bonds and other securities re- 
quire supervision and knowledge of 
financial matters. For 44 years Moody 
returns have arrived on time and re- 
regardless of 


mained the same, 


economic conditions. No coupons to 


clip, no ownership certificates to 
make out. They are “burglar-proof”’— 
worthless to anyone except you. If 
lost or destroyed, payments continue 


without interruption. 
In addition to these benefits, you have 


the joy of knowing your dollars are 
used to train Christian workers. 


Mail coupen today for free copy of 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS. No obligation! 


MOODY Bible Institute 


820 N. LASALLE ST * CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


(] Please send me DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, the 
story of the Moody annuity plan. 


| am interested in stewardship in its relation to 
a Please send me folder, ‘‘Where There's 
a Will. 


Name . 
Address 
CWescsns s om . State . 
Dept. ‘s 14 


“Moody Annuities Are Safe, Sound, Satisfying” 
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Choir Gowns—Choir Cassocks and Cottas 
Communion Linens—Table Scarves 
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Prices and samples sent on request 
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a reminder! 


plan to attend 


MOODY’S 
47th Annual 

FOUNDER’S WEEK 
CONFERENCE 


Early part of 
February, 1953 
Outstanding 
Speakers 

Watch for 
Announcements 








WHEE-E-E 
MY CHUM 


A magazine for children 
ages 4 to 14. 

Teaches Christian attitudes 
in stories, comics, and activities. 

Order today! 3 months of both My Chum, 
for children, The Christian Parent, for fam- 
ilies, only $1. $2.50 each per year. 
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of God guides our souls to our only Sav- 
iour. The Wise Men from the East used 
their wit by following divine directions. 
We show ours by obeying His Word. 
Pray for Ridgelands Bible College, Lon- 
don, Eng. 


Tues.—Revelation 22:12-17. 
The Bright Morning Star. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The bright and 
morning star.” Our blessed Lord has 
symbols representing Himself as well as 
names. He is the bright herald of a 
morning without clouds. He is indeed 
our hope and also assurance of its fulfill- 
ment. His whole nature is light, and His 
presence will soon satisfy the righteous 
desires of all who look for His appear- 
ing. Is He your bright and morning 
Star? Pray for the Bible Churchmen’s 
Missionary Society, London, Eng. 


Wed.—Luke 2:1-7. The Babe in a Manger. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In a manger.” 
Jesus was Lord even while He was a 
babe in a manger. The Babe of Bethle- 
hem, the best of all the world’s babies, 
had the best Father: “God was his 
Father”; the best of all mothers: 
“Blessed . . ,. among women”; the best 











A new product for the church, Sunday 
school, or home should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and thor- 
oughly dependable. Those who make 
articles embodying these qualities are 
glad to tell about them. Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
the Times advertising columns. It will 
pay to read them every week. 
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of all natures: heavenly and divine; the 
best of all missions: the salvation of our 
souls; the best of all names: “A name 
which is above every name”; and the 
best of all honors: “Every knee should 
bow ...and.. . every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:10, 11). 
Pray for the Church Pastoral-Aid Soci- 
ety, London, Eng. 


Thurs.—Matthew 2:7-12. 
Kings Before the King. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They saw the 
young child with Mary his mother, and 
fell down, and worshipped him.” These 
men, reported by tradition as kings, at 
least offered kingly gifts. Their visit to 
King Herod also indicates they were 
important personages. They remind us 
of prophecies predicting that “all kings 
shall fall down before him: all nations 
shall serve him” (Psa, 72:11). Do you 
bow the knee to King Jesus? Pray for 
the Missions to Seamen, London, Eng. 


Fri.—Matthew 2:13-18. A Little Refugee. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Out of Egypt 
have I called my son.” All the life of 
our Lord on earth was marked out in 
the counsels of eternity. The time, man- 
ner, and manifestations of Christ’s whole 
earthly ministry were detailed by the 
prophets. Everything was “as it is writ- 
ten.” And when all was fulfilled He 
said, “It is finished.” And for us it is 
also written: “The steps of a good man 
are ordered by the Lord: and he delight- 
eth in his way” (Psa. 37:23). Pray for 
the Protestant Truth Society, London, 
Eng. 


Sat.—Matthew 2:19-23. 
The Return to Nazareth. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “He came and 
dwelt in a city called Nazareth.” Our 
Lord’s return to Nazareth resulted in 
His having both insults and honors. 
Calling Him a Nazarene was done to 
discredit His ministry: “Can , .. any 
good thing come out of Nazareth?” 
“Search, and look: for out of Galilee 
ariseth no prophet.” But “Nazarene” is 
an honor, for the Lord came from the 
highest Heaven into that disreputable 
city for man’s salvation. Pray for Lon- 
don’s East End Mission, Loftdon, Eng. 


Sun.—Jeremiah 23:3-8. 
A Righteous Branch. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will 
unto David a righteous Branch 
a King.” Christ is Lord as well as 
the offspring of David. He is his Lord 
as well as his son. God’s appearance 
in this world as the seed of David is 
still to Israel a great stumblingblock 
and to multitudes of the world’s wise 
a mystery. The great question still 
is: “What think ye of Christ? whose 
son is he?” If you say of Him, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God,” you are among the blessed. 
Pray for the Pocket Testament 
League, London, Eng. 
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